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Pastor’s Column: 
 

With a grateful heart 
It is difficult to put into words how grateful I am to this 
congregation for allowing me time away this summer to 
care for my mother at the end of her life.  She fought 
brain cancer valiantly for nearly four years - far longer 
than we expected when she was originally 
diagnosed.  While I did not realize when I flew to the east 
coast in mid July that it would be our final visit together, 
it quickly became clear I needed to stay in order to 
support both of my parents through that difficult final 
chapter.  
 
I deeply appreciate the time and energy that so many of 
you devoted to keeping things running smoothly in my 
absence: our amazing church staff, our Session members 
and Deacons, and no doubt far more of you than I even 
know about!  It strikes me that this is a sign of the health 
and strength of a church family that you would step in so 
readily to cover as needed. Thank you so much for your 
prayers and your kind notes of support as well. 
 
I am glad to be back with you!   
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Deb 
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Picnic Thanks!  
We so appreciate Cheri Yonich hosting our annual church 
picnic at the Bensons' home in Montlake on September 11th.  The location couldn't have 
been more beautiful, and the weather cooperated nicely too!  A wonderful time was had by 
all.  Special thanks are also due to Sharlene Bathum, our picnic organizer, and Jerry Leighton, 
grillmaster extraordinaire!  
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Interested in Church Membership?  

Welcome New Members!  

Joan Dennis lives in the neighborhood with her daughter.  She 
is a retired kindergarten/first grade teacher.  Joan and her  
husband, who was a Seafirst Bank manager, lived in several 
Washington cities. After retirement the couple moved to Albany, 
Oregon where they lived until his death.  Joan enjoys reading 
and gardening in her Magnolia yard.  

Liina-Ly Roos Beatty is already part of MPC— she has served as Interim  
Children's Ministry Director for the summer.  In addition to her MPC duties, 
Liina-Ly is a PhD student in Scandinavian Studies at the University of  
Washington.  Her study is in literature and film with a focus on the  
contemporary literature and cinema in Scandinavian and Baltic countries.  
Liina-Ly teaches UW classes in Estonian and Swedish.  She is married to Justin 
Beatty, our Associate Pastor for Youth.  What a team!! 

Sara and David Malda and their son Henry have lived nearby in 
Magnolia and wanted a neighborhood church, so they chose 
MPC.  They were recently blessed with the birth of a daughter, 
Tess Eleanor Malda, born August 29th!  Sara is a nurse at Seattle 
Children’s Hospital who will be on maternity leave this fall.  David 
works for landscape architects GGN downtown.   
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Do You Enjoy Singing?   
 

 Choir Director Andrey Spichak invites everyone who likes to sing to 
 join the choir. No music reading skills are required. Singers who need 
 extra help learning the anthems can get on-line access to audio  
 recordings of choral parts that can be downloaded on a computer 
 and played at home. You’ll get more confidence for multi-part choral 
 singing by looking at the sheet music and singing along with the  
 recordings during home practices, as well as singing together with 
 our highly experienced choir members at rehearsals and worship  
 services. 
 

Our choir has resumed weekly rehearsals in the Sanctuary from 9:15 
AM to 10:15 AM on Sunday mornings.  We’ll sing the first anthem at 
worship on September 18th.  The choir is looking forward to  
continuing a great tradition of singing anthems of various styles,  
genres, and historic eras from classical to contemporary, including 
spirituals and Gospel tunes.  Please consider adding your voice to the 
choir! 

Individual Musicians and Small Ensembles Welcome too!  

We are looking for singers and instrument players of all ages and skills who 
would like to sing or play a sacred song during Sunday worship. Contact Andrey 
Spichak during coffee hour or send a message to: aspichak@msn.com.  
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Fall Church School Classes Resume  
Our Big BLAST (grades K-4) and BLAST Jr. (preK) classes kicked off the 
new year on Sunday, September 11th.  Both groups join the adults for 
the first part of our weekly worship services and then go their classes 
following the children's message.  Liina-Ly Beatty continues to serve as 
our Interim Children's Ministry Director, teaching the Big BLAST class, 
with a wonderful team of volunteers leading our preK group again this 
year.  
Our Connect Youth class (grades 5-12) begins their fall class schedule 
on Sunday, September 18th.  They will meet every week except  
communion Sundays this year (1st Sunday of each month) with Pastor 
Justin Beatty.  

Sunday Adult Class Opens with 
 ‘ Bono, The Message and the Psalms’  

 

Sunday, September 25 the Adult Class begins at the new time 10:00 am 
with an exceptional short film documenting the friendship between Bono  
of the Band U2 and Eugene Peterson, author of The Message, a  
contemporary-language Bible translation.  
 
The film highlights a conversation on the Psalms that took place  
between Bono, Peterson, and Fuller Seminary faculty member David  
Taylor at Peterson’s Montana home.  
 
Please join us for coffee, treats, good fellowship and discussion at 10:00 am - 
Note that we will be meeting this fall in the Rainier Room (on the main floor). 

Women's Afternoon Bible Study 
Our 2016-2017 afternoon women's Bible study will meet on the  
second Thursday of each month at 1:30 pm, beginning on October 
13th.  This year's study is entitled "Who is Jesus? What a Difference a 
Lens Makes."  The author explores the answers to the question 
through the lenses of Mark, Matthew, Luke, John, Paul, Hebrews, the 
non-canonical gospels, the Abrahamic Faiths, and contemporary  
cultural interpretations. If you are planning to join us and would like 
to order a copy of the lesson book for $8, please email Pastor Deb 
at deb@magpres.org or leave a message for her in the church 
office (206-283-3322).  Payment will be collected when the books are 
distributed.  

mailto:deb@magpres.org
tel:%28206-283-3322
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Evening Bible Study on the Beatitudes 
 
“Greatly honored are the poor” will open the study of 
The Beatitudes at the Women’s Evening Bible Study on 
September 26th.  In Mathew 5:3 and Luke 6:20, 24 Jesus 
calls his disciples to honor the destitute, while he calls the 
wealthy to account.   
 
We’ll meet at 7 pm at the home of Ruth Trail,  
3601 – 24th Place West.  Barb Bily-Parr will have  
The Beatitudes books for $2.00.  Looking forward  
to seeing you there!  

Walk, Talk and Coffee!   
The next MPC Walking group is Saturday, October 1st.  We will 
leave the church at 9:00 with return scheduled for 10:00ish for 
coffee in the Mount Rainier room.  We plan to adjourn no later 
than 11:00. Childcare will be available.  You are welcome to come 
for any portion of the time (e.g. you do not have to walk to join us 
for coffee).  Hope to see you there! 

Collecting Household Supplies for Refugees 
 

Through Sunday, October 2nd your MPC Deacons will be gathering household supplies for refugee families 
resettling in the Puget Sound area.  
The items most needed are:  
mops,  
brooms,  
dustpans,  
wastebaskets,  
and lightbulbs  
 

Please bring one or more of any of these items you can (unused, please), and leave them in the Red Barrel 
just inside the door to the church.  
 

Note that this collection is part of our broader focus this month on an organization called World Relief and 
its work with refugees.  
 

We will have a speaker coming from World Relief on Sunday, September 18th to talk to us about their  
ministry.  You can also find out more on the inside cover of your Sunday bulletin or by visiting their  
website: www.worldrelief.org/refugee-crisis  
 

Thank you in advance for your generous contributions to this important outreach effort!  

http://www.worldrelief.org/refugee-crisis
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Did You Know… 
All of our MPC Deacons’ mission projects are  

funded by us. 
 

Here’s what that means:  
Every time you put money in the collection plate, a portion of it goes to the 
Deacons for their (and our) mission projects. 
 

But what does that really mean? 
It means that the Deacons you elect come together as a 
team and select projects that need our help.  Then the  
Deacons take the money you give and figure out how best 
to put it into action for each project.  Result: our church 
makes a mark on the community beyond our brick walls. 
 

How can we help? 
By committing to our community. You built it,  
let’s keep it going. It’s easy! 
 

 Put cash in the offering plate – like a good amount!  
 Write a check – if you carry them with you 
 Auto-withdrawal from your bank account – like your cable bill 
 Donate online – through PayPal – what’s easier? 

 

Remember, your generosity can make a difference in the world. 

Mary Anne Strong 9/1 Marc Greenough 9/16 

Earl Collins 9/2 Alina Sunoo 9/18 

Barbara Bily-Parr 9/7 Betty Costello 9/18 

Albert Kelly 9/8 Pete Smith 9/19 

Joan Dennis 9/12 Nancy Wright 9/21 

Liz Barany 9/12 Chuck Wright 9/25 

Chris Hasandras 9/14 Felix Barany 9/26 

Catherine McCollister 9/16   
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Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
         10:30 am          Worship Service 
         11:30 am          Coffee Hour 

Adult Class 
Starts September 25th at 10am 
in the Mt. Baker Room 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study 
Starts September 26th at 7pm 
at the home of Ruth Trail,  
3601 – 24th Place West 
 
Women’s Walking Group 
Saturday, October 1st at 9am 
 
Women’s Afternoon Bible Study 
Starts October 13th at 1:30pm 
in the Rainier Room 
 
Choir Practice 
Sundays from 9:15—10:15 
in the Sanctuary 
 
 

Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the Mt. 
Rainier Room 
 
AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now meeting 
at MPC—Tuesdays at 8 pm and 
Wednesdays at 6:45 pm. All are 
welcome to attend. 
 
Prayers, cards, and calls to those 
who cannot be with us regularly 
in worship are always  
appreciated:  
 

 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Evelyn Freeman 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Nancy McPhaden 
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