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In this ISSUE 

Pastor’s Column:  
Table Talk Returns September 14 
 

This congregation has a longstanding tradition of 
including children of all ages when we gather around the 
Lord’s Table on Communion Sundays.  In the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) baptized children are welcome to receive 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, but our tradition also 
points out the importance of offering them “instruction 
in the significance of the invitation to the Table and the 
meaning of their response.” 
 

For this reason, two years ago we launched a class called 
Table Talk, for all of our kids in grades kindergarten and 
up, along with their parents, to orient them to the 
meaning of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

We also made the class fully intergenerational, 
encouraging adults who are not parents of our current 
group of children to attend as well.  This allowed for 
wonderful conversations together across age groups, a 
dynamic we hope to bring back this year. 
 

Since kids' understanding of communion develops over 
time, we encourage all of our families to attend the class, 
whether or not your children were old enough to 
participate two years ago. 
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All-Church Picnic 
September 14th 
Immediately following worship  

in Magnolia Park 

Preschool Openings This Fall 
 

For the 2014-2015 school year, Bloom and Grow 
Preschool still has a few openings in the 4 and 5-
year-old class Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
mornings.   
 

Please help us spread the word to families who 
are looking for a quality  preschool for their 
child.  For more information and registration 
forms see the Bloom and Grow Preschool link on 
the Church website at:  www.magpres.org 
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(cont’d from p.1) 
This year’s Table Talk opportunity 
will run from 9:15 to 10 am on three 
consecutive Sunday mornings, 
September 14th, 21st, and 
28th.  The plan includes games, 
storytelling, “Pester the Pastor” 
question and answer sessions, and 
other hands-on fun. It will be 
followed by an opportunity for our 
kids to help lead our special World 
Communion Sunday service on 
Sunday October 5th. 
 

Again, this learning experience for 
our children will be all the richer if 
other adults in the congregation –  
in addition to their parents – are 
present to talk about what 
communion means for them. 
 

With congregation members coming 
to MPC from such a wide variety of 
other Christian traditions, this is a 
terrific opportunity for adults to 
learn from one another, too, even as 
we orient ourselves to particularly 
Presbyterian teachings about the 
Lord’s Supper. 
 

For this reason, ALL are invited to 
join us in the Mt. Rainier Room at 
9:15 am on September 14, 21, and 
28, for Table Talk – an 
intergenerational, interactive 
opportunity to explore together the 
meaning and mystery of 
Communion. 
 

I hope to see you there! 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Deb Sunoo 

September 14th Church School will BLAST Off 
  
It's hard to believe but it is almost time to kick-off our 
regular church school year! Our official start date for all 
kids’ classes is Sunday, September 14. On that Sunday, 
BLAST Jr., Big BLAST and CONNECT 
will all meet with their classes 
following the Children's Message.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking of the Children's Message, we are going to do 
something special during our kids’ time in worship on the 
14th as a way to celebrate our kids as they head back to 
school. It will be called The Blessing of the Backpacks and 
all of the kids are invited to bring their school backpack, or 
lunch bag or anything they take to school to worship that 
morning. We’ll join together in praying for our MPC kids 
and every child will get a special tag they can put on their 
backpack or lunch bag. And don't forget that our  
All-Church Picnic will be held Sunday the 14th as well! 
What a great way to start the school year!  
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Join the September Women’s Walk 
 

Our next Women's Walking event will be Sat, Sept. 6th. We will leave the church at 9:00 with return sched-
uled for 10:00, then coffee and muffins in the Mount Rainier room. We adjourn at 11:00. Childcare will be 
available starting at  8:45.  
 

You are welcome to come for any portion of the time (e.g. you do not have to walk to join us for coffee). 
Hope to see you there and looking forward to the opportunity to  connect with you. Mark your calendars 
for these upcoming dates as well:  Oct. 4th, Nov. 1st and Dec. 6th. 

Morning Women’s Bible Study Resumes:   
 

What She Said: Quotable Women in Scripture will be the topic for the morning women’s Bible study when 
it resumes Thursday, September 11th.  Deb Sunoo will lead the discussion in the upstairs Mt. Baker room at 
10 am.  If you wish to read ahead before our first lesson, copies of the Bible study guide are available in the 
church office for $6.00. 

Women’s Evening Bible Study Starts the Book of Luke 
 

Save September 29th for the start of Jubilee!  This year we will study highlights of some of the unique  
aspects of Jesus’ life and teaching found in the Gospel of Luke.  The Women’s Evening Bible Study will meet 
at 7 pm at the home of Ruth Trail for study and fellowship.  The Jubilee! Study Guides will be available at the 
meeting for $6.00. 

Adult Class Will Focus on Bonhoeffer 
 

Each Sunday in October Steve Bass will lead a discussion about the life and writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  
The class will be based on materials from Eric Metaxas’ bestselling biography. 
 

Are you interested in this pastor and theologian who took a strong stand against the Nazi’s and Hitler during 
the 1930’s and 1940’s?  Are you curious about why he chose to go back to Germany in the 1940’s when he 
was perfectly safe in England and then the United States?  What was his vision and his mission? 
 

Although the war in Europe ended almost 70 years ago, Bonheoffer’s life and works have enjoyed a  
renaissance in the last few years.  There have been at least two biographies, a movie, and many recent re-
printings of his writings.  Many of his most inspirational pieces were written from prison in the year before 
his execution. 
 

Join Steve in the Mt Baker Room at 9:30 am each Sunday in October to watch a video, and spend time  
discussing the study guide.  Sign up on the bulletin board if you would like a copy of the Bonhoeffer study 
guide. 
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Carol Boitano  
December 25, 1926 - August 1, 2014 
 
Carol Virginia Boitano passed away peacefully in her 
sleep on August 1 after a decade of living with  
Alzheimer's disease. A celebration of Carol’s life will 
be held Saturday, September 6th at 1:00 pm here at 
the church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Christmas Carol” was born on December 25, 1926 in 
Burlington to Thomas and Clara Stave. The middle of 
six children, she moved to Phinney Ridge at the age 
of six.  She attended Ballard High School and the  
University of Washington.  
 
Carol was working for the telephone company when 
she met and married her lifetime partner, the 'boy 
next door.’  Lou and Carol married in 1949 and  
eventually settled in the Magnolia neighborhood 
where they spent the majority of their nearly 62 
years of marriage together. They had three children 
and two grandchildren. Lou preceded her in death in 
2011. Carol was devoted to her family and dedicated 
her life to raising her three children and two grand-
children. An accomplished homemaker, she was the 
heart of her family.  
 
She made the church a central part of her life. As a 
teenager she assisted her father with volunteer work 
at the Union Gospel Mission and played the piano at 
her family church. The faith that was central to her 
life was a faith steeped in love. She lived her life as 

Christ commanded: to love your neighbor as yourself.  
During her many  decades of service and attendance 
at Magnolia Presbyterian Church she served as an 
elder, a deacon, a greeter and a Sunday School  
teacher. 
 
Carol had many hobbies including being an avid 
Square Dancer with Lou and building a summer cabin 
from scratch at Lake Roesiger.  Carol enjoyed sewing, 
creating her own square dance outfits, needlepoint 
creations and craft items. She was also a master 
baker and entertainer, a lover of card games, and  
enjoyed any wholesome social event. She spent many 
hours playing her favorite big band and 40's tunes on 
the family piano. More than anything, Carol's love 
was spending time with, and devoting herself to, her 
family. A family reunion, whether big or small, was an 
event to be cherished.  
 
Carol is survived by her brother Stanley; her son  
Edward and wife Deborah; her son James; her  
daughter Barbara and husband Phillip, son Lawrence, 
daughter Jacie; and her grandchildren Nigel and  
Brianna. Carol will be deeply missed by all.  

MPC Celebrates the Lives of Two Long-Time Members 



5 

 

Kay Ramsay  
May 31, 1918 - August 15, 2014 
 
Kay Ramsay passed away peacefully on August 15th surrounded by her family.  She was a beloved friend and 
faithful member of our congregation since 1954.  In celebration of her life, a memorial service will be held 
on October 18 at 2:00pm.  Kay has requested that memorial donations be made to the Magnolia  
Presbyterian Church Deacon Fund. 
 
 
 
Kay was born May 31, 1918 in  
London, England. She fell in love 
with Hugh Ramsay, an American  
soldier, and they were married on 
March 10, 1945. Kay was fond of 
telling stories of what it was like to 
be a "war bride." After the war, they 
settled in Seattle living in the  
Magnolia neighborhood for over 65 
years.  
 
Throughout her life Kay was very 
active in the Magnolia Presbyterian 
Church where she served several 
terms as an Elder, a Deacon and 
many years as a Sunday school 
teacher.  Kay always had a  
welcoming greeting for visitors and 
was a regular participant in worship 
services each week. 
  
PTA's of the local schools, Camp Fire, and the Jefferson Park Lawn Bowling Club were favorite activities over 
the years for Kay. Well known for her ability to plan and organize, Kay was involved in countless activities in 
support of these organizations. She received the PTA Golden Acorn lifetime achievement award.  
 
Kay became a naturalized US citizen while remaining very proud of her English heritage. Following up on the 
warm reception that she received upon arrival to the USA, she made a special effort to welcome those new 
to the organization or community. A very special treat for family, friends and neighbors was the  
opportunity to "have a cup of tea and lemon squares" with Kay. 
  
Her husband, Hugh, passed away in 2006. Kay is survived by her children Jennifer Whalen and her  
husband Doug, David and his wife Carol Cooper, her sister Yvonne Fry and her family, and grandchildren  
Jessica Kenny and her husband Shea, Tom Whalen and his wife Kelsey, Allison Pease and her husband  
Anthony, Stefanie Ramsay and Cameron Whalen. All have been blessed by her love, support and  
encouragement. 

Septmber 2014  The Spire — Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
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New Staff, New Members, and Saying 
Goodbye... 

Angelo Rondello Joins  
the Music Ministry 

 

On August 10th the congregation 
welcomed Angelo Rondello as our 
new  pianist.  He performed  
outstanding classical music for the 
congregation that Sunday, and we 
look forward to hearing his music 
regularly in our worship services.   
 

Angelo attended the Manhattan 
School of Music, Mannes College 
of Music and the Conservatory of 
Music at Brooklyn College. He 
moved to Seattle last year from 
New York City where he had lived 
since 2000. Prior to that, Angelo 
lived in Bellingham, where he 
grew up.  
 

Angelo is a full time pianist who 
travels throughout the country 
and internationally to perform, 
lecture, and teach aspiring  
pianists. He recently had his  
Chicago debut, which was  
broadcast live on WFMT FM and 

Liz Barany and her children Mackenzie (almost 5), and Felix Barany 
(almost 2) attend MPC and both children are part of the Sunday  
children’s class. Liz is originally from Coos Bay, Oregon, where her family 
owns and maintains Sunset Bay Golf Course.  Her husband Mark grew up 
as a missionary kid and spent time both in upstate New York, and at Rift 
Valley Academy in Kenya.  
 

Mark and Liz met at SPU while both were writing for the Falcon  
newspaper and got married at Bethany Community Church in Green 
Lake. After a year of teaching English in Morioka, Japan, they returned to 
Seattle and Mark got a job as the IT manager in the SPU library. Liz taught 
Kindergarten for one year at the Open Window School in Issaquah and 
for four years at Chestnut Hill Academy in Bellevue.  
 

In 2007 the Baranys began Kuma Coffee as a side business and then took 
the leap to full time business in 2010.  Kuma Coffee obtained a new 
roasting facility in Interbay last year. At home as a family they enjoy a lot 
of gardening, keep five hens for eggs, snuggle their two aging Labradors, 
and hike in Discovery Park as much as possible.  

New Member:  Liz Barany 

will be making his Cincinnati debut in 
September. Here in Seattle, Angelo’s 
performances will include a Town 
Hall concert in the spring, among  
others. He was recently appointed 
artistic director of the Haller Lake 
Music Series.  
 

Last May Angelo opened a teaching 
studio in Ballard where he works 
with students of all ages and  
abilities. He has now been teaching 
for 20 years.  He invites MPC  
members to give him a call if they 
are thinking about lessons for  
themselves or their children.  
Angelo’s wife, Joy, is an interior  
designer. They live in Ballard with 
their dog Lexi. BBQ, chess, and time 
spent with family and friends are  
favorite activities. Angelo is a  
parishioner at St. James Cathedral. 
 

 

“I am looking forward to meeting 
everyone at Magnolia  
Presbyterian Church and to being 
a part of the music ministry,”  
Angelo says. 
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Pianist Wayne Johnson 
Leaves for Tennessee  

 

A note from Wayne:  
 

Claire and I would like to thank 
everyone for the warm and  
gracious response given to us on 
our last Sunday at Magnolia  
Presbyterian Church.  Thanks for 
the exceptional kindness and 
love we've felt from everyone 
over the last four years. The 
cards, comments, and gift card 
were so appreciated. We will be 
leaving Seattle to live in  
Kingsport, a small town in  
eastern Tennessee close to the 
Virginia border. You will all  
remain in our hearts, and we'd 
love to hear from any of you at 
any time! My forwarding  
address is 371 North Holston  
River Drive, Kingsport, TN 37660. 

Pictured:  Wayne 
and Claire Johnson 
stand next to the New Member:  Linda Anderson 

 

Linda, her husband Mike, and son Gabriel moved to Magnolia last 
August. Linda became the senior editor / writer at Fred Hutchinson  
Cancer Research Center where she helps lead embedded newsroom  
reporting on the Hutch's work and national health stories that have a 
connection to the organization. Previously, she was the health editor for 
seven years for NBC News Digital. Linda serves on the board of  
Meningitis Angels, a non-profit support organization for families like 
hers who have lost a child to meningitis or have a child who was affect-
ed by the disease. 
 

Linda was born in Anaheim, California, in the shadow of Disneyland, and 
moved to the Burien area when she was in grade school.  Mike grew up 
in the Federal Way area. Mike Anderson is the school counselor at  
Catherine Blaine. Their son Gabriel is 7 and will enter Second Grade at 
Blaine this fall. Gabriel is really into Lego creations, all things Japan, 
dancing, and running really fast. Mike has a collectible 1965 Mercury 
Cyclone and likes going to car shows. “We bought our house based on 
whether it had a big enough garage,” according to Linda.  She loves to 
read and collects '78 records, especially those featuring blues singers of 
the 30s and 40s which she plays on a Victrola restored by Mike. Gabriel 
and Linda have regular living room dance  
parties to that music.  
 

For fun, the Anderson family loves to  
explore, travel when they can, enjoy time 
with friends, and work to better their cooking 
skills. Gabriel and Linda specialize in food that 
is in the shape of other things, such as celery 
giraffes, bears made out of rice,  banana 
dachshunds and hot dog squids.  Mike  
actually makes food in the shape of food!   

 

  New Member:  Chris Wyrick 
 

  Chris and his sons Matthew (9) and Jack  
  (6) regularly participate in MPC worship.   
  The boys join in the children’s time and  
  BLAST classes. Chris grew up in West  
  Seattle and moved to Magnolia in 2000  
  when he married Susan. Chris is in the   
  construction business. Jack is moving  
  from preschool to first grade at his  
  Montessori School. Matthew really likes 

to play computer games. Favorite family  
adventures in the summer include camping and 
hiking around the Pacific Northwest.  
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New Online Giving Option  
 

Some of you already make arrangements with your 
bank to send funds electronically to the church, and 
some prefer to write out paper checks or put cash in 
the offering plate on Sunday mornings.  All of these 
options are still most welcome. 
 

But we have recently introduced a new giving option, 
via PayPal, which many of you already use for other 
online donations and purchases. One of the most 
helpful features of this PayPal option is that you can 
set up a monthly recurring donation, essentially 
funding your full pledge for the year in a single step. 

You might find this particularly helpful if you do a lot 
of traveling, and are not able to be with us on 
Sunday mornings to keep up with your regular 
weekly or monthly offerings. 
 

Go to the “Contribute” page of our church website 
(www.magpres.org) and you will see a PayPal 
“Donate” button.  Simply click on the button to set 
up your one time or recurring donation; it couldn’t 
be easier! 
 

We hope you will find this new option helpful.  If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact Deb Sunoo. 
 

Meanwhile, thank you for your generosity in funding 
the important ministries of our congregation, in 
whatever format you choose. 

Church Website Redesigned 
 

Did you know that our church website has a brand 
new look?  Pastor Deb Sunoo enlisted the help of 
two computer experts in her family, cousin Liz  
Marley and dad David Hannay, to help us with the 
transition. The result is a site that (a) is far simpler to 
update, thanks to important  software changes, and 
(b) has room for far more pictures to help us share 
what this congregation is all about. Check out the 
changes at www.magpres.org, and feel free to share 
the link with anyone you know who might be  
looking for a church.  

Important Notes and Happenings 

CPR, First Aid, AED Class at MPC on 9/20 
 
A CPR, First Aid, and Automated Defibrillator (AED) 
Class will be held in our Fellowship Hall on Sept. 
20th from 8:30-11:30am.  A pediatric CPR  
component will follow from 11:30am-1:30pm.   
Tony Bennett from EMS Recue Resources will teach 
the class.   
 

As part of our emergency planning efforts, the MPC 
Session urges preschool teachers, ushers, Sunday 
School teachers, greeters, nursery attendants, and 
choir members to be prepared to respond to any 
emergency during services, at home, or in the  
community.  This is also a great opportunity for 
families, caregivers, and grandparents.   
 

This will be an ecumenical event with several area 
churches invited to attend.  The cost is $35.00 per 
person for the regular CPR class and an additional 
$15 for those interested in the pediatric  
component.  Please sign up for the CPR training by 
emailing Jerry Leighton at yacht_1@hotmail.com.  

NEW! 
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Ecumenical Communion Service  August 31, 2014 
 

Originally planned for the front lawn of the Magnolia  
United Church of Christ, cool, damp weather that morning 
moved our ecumenical worship service inside their  
beautiful sanctuary.  Highlights of the service included  
wonderful music from the Mary's Place choir, and a  
powerful, encouraging sermon by Rev. Dr. Linda Smith, 
who blessed each of our respective congregations for the 
important mission work we are doing, reminding us that 
we are "salt and light" in the city of Seattle.  Participants 
also enjoyed the opportunity to share communion  
together, and when worship ended, we were surprised to 
find that bright sunshine awaited for our coffee hour on 
the front patio! 
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Rain Doesn't Dampen Spirits of Animal Blessing Participants 
 

We want to thank to all who came out on Saturday, August 30th, in spite of the downpour, for our 3rd  
annual Blessing of the Animals service.  We were delighted to have 12 dogs (and their 22 people)  
in attendance! 
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Events and Updates September 2014 

New Church Office Hours 
 

The Office Administrator hours for September to 
December 2014 will change to: 
 

  Mondays:      Closed  
  Tuesdays:     Closed 
  Wednesdays:   8:00 am — 2:00 pm 
  Thursdays:     8:00 am — 2:00 pm 
  Fridays:     8:00 am — 2:00 pm 
 

  The office is always closed Saturday & Sunday. 
  (Pastor Deb's hours will remain the same.)   

September MPC 
Birthdays 
 

September 1 
Mary Anne Strong 
 
September 2 
Earl Collins 
 
September 7 
Barbara Bily-Parr 
 
September 8 
Albert Kelly 
 
September 14 
Chris Hasandras 
 
September 16 
Marc Greenough 
Catherine McCollister 
 
Septmeber 18 
Betty Costello 
Alina Sunoo 

September 19 
Pete Smith 
 
September 21 
Nancy Wright 
 
September 22 
Molly Langdale 
 
September 25 
Chuck Wright 
 
September 29 
Beth Gatchel 
 
 
 

 

Lennox-Kelly Wedding September 13th 
 
Albert Kelly and Nikole Lennox will be married at MPC on Saturday, September 13th by Pastor Deb Sunoo.   
The reception will follow at Daybreak Star Cultural Center in Discovery Park.  Here is Albert’s explanation of 
the reasons they will take their wedding vows at MPC. 
 
“Once we decided to get married in Seattle, we knew that we wanted to get married in the church that has 
meant so much to us. I started attending Magnolia Presbyterian Church a couple of years ago, and the 
church has been like another family. When Nikole started going with me, it was as if she was coming home; 
she was greeted with open arms, and she grew to love it too. And so it’s only appropriate that we commit 
ourselves to one another in a place and with a congregation that has become a wonderful, nurturing part of 
our lives.” 
 
Congratulations, Albert & Nikole! 

Septmber 2014  The Spire — Magnolia Presbyterian Church 



12 
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www.magpres.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any  Sunday! 
9:15 am Choir Practice 
10:30 am Worship Service 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

MPC Session Meeting: 
Wednesday, September 3rd 
7:00pm in the Mt. Rainier Room. 
 
Women’s Walk and Coffee 
Group:  
Saturday, September 6th at 
9:00am. 
 
Memorial Service: 
For Carol Boitano 
Saturday, September 6th at 
1:00pm. 
 
Deacons Meeting: 
Sunday, September 7th at 
12:00pm. 
 
Operation NightWatch: 
Wednesday, September 10th at 
7:30pm. 
 
Women’s Morning Bible Study: 
Thursday, September 11th at 
10:00am. 
 

Kelly & Lennox Wedding 
Albert Kelly & Nikole Lennox 
Saturday, September 13th at 
4:00pm.  
 
Table Talk Communion Class 
Sundays, September 14th-28th 
at 9:15am. 
 
Supper Club 
Saturday, September 20th at 
6:30pm at the home of Jim and 
Laura Mills.  
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study:  
Monday, September 29th at 
7pm at the home of Ruth Trail.  
 
Men’s Coffee Group:  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the Mt. 
Rainier Room. 
 
AA Meetings: 
Two AA groups are now meeting 
at MPC—Tuesdays at 8:00pm 
and Wednesdays at 6:45pm in 

the Mt. Rainier Room. All are 
welcome to attend.  
 
Prayers, cards, and calls to those 
who cannot be with us regularly 
in worship are always 
appreciated:  
 

 Marie Barnes 
 Eleanor Davison 
 Ray & Dorothy 

Fergusson 
 Evelyn Freeman 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Cecile Horman 
 Molly Langdale 
 Nancy McPhaden 
 Ruth Weitkamp 
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