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Pastor’s Column: 

An International Family  
 

On any given Sunday, our congregation now includes 
worshippers from Australia, Lithuania, Hong Kong, Estonia, and 
the Czech Republic.  Our tradition of saying the Lord’s Prayer in 
multiple languages on World Communion Sunday has taken on 
new meaning over the last couple of years as our particular 
church family has become increasingly international. 
 

Meanwhile, we think of children of God who must flee their 
homes in war-torn regions around the world. We recently had 
an opportunity to learn about the refugee resettlement 
ministries of World Relief here in the Puget Sound and to 
contribute to their efforts.  We are grateful that the Church’s 
ministry is always far bigger than the work of an individual local 
congregation.  Brothers and sisters in Christ are doing wonderful 
work in God’s name throughout the world. 
 

Over the coming year we will be encouraging one another to 
broaden our vision of the Church, and to expand the reach of 
our prayers to include children of God around the globe.  When 
an international news story catches your attention, whether it 
breaks your heart or brings you great joy, please lift it in prayer 
as you read, and share it with us on Sunday morning. The family 
of God in need of our prayers each week is international in 
scope, living on every continent, speaking thousands of 
languages, worshipping God in many different ways.  At our 
best, we remember that God loves each of God’s children 
equally, and each one is worthy of our love and prayers too. 
 

Let’s celebrate being part of God’s international family. 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Deb 
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Backpack Blessing 
The new school year got off to a great start 
with our annual Backpack Blessing!  With 
26 children in worship on September 11th 
it was fun to see all of the backpacks in 
worship as Interim Children’s Ministry  
Director Liina-Ly Beatty offered a back-to-
school blessing.  Each student also  
received a special tag for their backpack.   

Mayor’s Day of Concern  
A team of volunteers from MPC were at the 
Interbay QFC on Saturday, September 17th  
to collect nonperishable food for the annual 
Mayor’s Day of Concern for the Hungry.  
Generous Magnolia and Queen Anne  
neighbors donated 19 large barrels of food 
(a city record!!!) and $343.50 cash.   
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Interested in Church Membership?  

September 25th Baptism of Tess Malda 
 

Sunday, September 25th was a very special day for the 
congregation.  The families of Sara and David Malda 
were all at worship to see Tess Eleanor baptized by her 
grandfather the Rev. Gordon Terpstra.  Special water 
brought from the Jordan River by Rev. Terpstra was 
used in the baptism, as proud big brother Henry kept a 
close eye on the proceedings. 

Thank you for Supporting Refugee Families in September 
 

The Deacons want to thank you for your contributions to the household cleaning supply collection in the 
Red Barrel this past month. We are pleased to report that we were able to share with World Relief for 
their refugee resettlement program:  

68 Lightbulbs 
62 Sponges 
24 Bottles of  
 Cleaning Products 
19 Dustpans 
12 Brooms 
12 Fly swatters 
 

9 Buckets 
8 Dusting Cloths 
5 Mops 
4 Toilet Brushes 
2 Toilet Plungers    
2 Boxes of Lg Trash   
 Bags 
 

2 Scrub Brushes 
2 Pr. Dishwashing 
   Gloves 
1 Pk Swiffer Dusters 
1 Drying Rack 
1 Pk Handiwipes 
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Women's Afternoon Bible Study Begins Oct. 13th  
Our afternoon women's Bible study will meet on the second Thursday 
of each month at 1:30 pm, beginning on October 13th.  This year's 
study is entitled "Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes."   
If you are planning to join us and would like to purchase a copy of the 
lesson book for $8, please let Pastor Deb know. Payment will be  
collected when the books are distributed. 

Thank you, Grape Harvesters! 
We had a record crop of grapes in our church arbor this 
fall!  We also had a wonderful intergenerational team of  
volunteers to help harvest and stomp the grapes, and strain, 
bag, and freeze the juice for our communion services in the 
coming year.  Thank you all!  
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Italian Dinner, Ice Cream, and Games on Saturday, October 15th 
The Deacons invite the whole church family to an Italian dinner in  
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, October 15th at 5 pm.  The pasta  
supper will end with ice cream sundaes all around!  Get ready for  
a game of Bingo following dinner as well.  Mark your calendars for 
October 15th and stay tuned for more details! 

Welcome Breakfast for New Members, 
Sunday, October 23rd 

If you have been worshipping with us regularly and would like to  
become a member of this congregation, our church officers want to  
welcome you at a 9 am breakfast on Sunday, October 23rd in the  
Mt. Rainier Room.  Please let Pastor Deb know if you are planning to join 
us.  (Your children are welcome to share breakfast with us, too, before 
heading upstairs to play with Becca, our Childcare Assistant.) 

Sunday Morning Adult Class Focuses on Prayer 
 
Starting October 23rd George Keylon and Jeff Tyler will lead a five week  
workshop on The Power of Prayer.   Please note the Sunday Adult Class begins 
at 9:45 am. 
 
You’re invited to join us for coffee, treats, good fellowship and discussion 
at 9:45 am in the Mt. Rainier Room on the main floor. 
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Women’s Evening Bible Study October 24th  
The second Beatitude, “Greatly Honored are the Mourners,” will be the 
topic for the October 24th Women’s Evening Bible Study.  The lesson will 
focus on Matthew 5:4 and Luke 6:21b.   
 
We’ll gather at 7 pm at the home of Sandra Gorohoff,  
2005 – 36th Avenue West, for fellowship and study.   
Lesson books will be available.  

Remembrance Sunday October 30th 

 
“For all the saints, who from their labors rest….”  Join us in worship on  
Sunday, October 30th, as we remember those in our congregation who 
have passed away this last year.  On Remembrance Sunday we will 
read each name, ring a chime, and observe a moment of silence to 
give thanks for these friends who have meant so much to our church 
family.  You will also have an opportunity to share aloud the names of 
others dear to you who have died in the past year. 

Ushers to Serve Monthly 
Please let Pastor Deb know if you would like to be added to our regular 
monthly rotation of ushers.  You would serve as part of a team on the 
same Sunday on every month (e.g. 2nd Sundays), finding someone to  
cover for you when necessary. 

Communion Set Up 
Please let Pastor Deb know if you would be willing to set up the Lord’s 
Table for communion, and clean up after communion, and how often 
you would be available to do so (e.g. monthly, every other month, etc.)  
We would provide you with complete instructions, and reimburse you 
for costs through the worship budget. 
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Did You Know?  
That “pledges” are not only a wonderful way to demonstrate our  

commitment to God and to our church, but are actually the basis for how 

we plan our yearly spending as a congregation.  

 

Here’s what that means:  

Every year our Session (church board) sets an annual budget that 

includes staff salaries, Sunday School materials for our kids,  

music for our choir, building maintenance, funding for outreach 

ministries to those in need …you get the picture.  The pledge cards 

you fill out in early November let us know how much money will be 

coming in to cover our expenses for the coming year.  

 

But what does that really mean? 

It means that the church doesn’t run on prayer alone.  Your elected 

officers take church finances seriously and make decisions  

responsibly, based on real forecasting, budgeting, and analysis of 

what is truly needed.  The more we each give to MPC, the more  

effective we can be in serving those within our church family and 

reaching out to those in need beyond our walls.  

 

How can we help? 

Commit to our community. You built it, let’s keep it going.   

It’s easy! 

 

 In preparation for Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 6th: 

 Fill out a pledge card and let us know how you are  

budgeting your own giving to the church for 2017. 

 

Weekly or monthly: 

 Put cash in the offering plate – like a good amount! 

 Write a check – if you carry them with you 

 Auto-withdrawal from your bank account –  

like your cable bill or a car payment 

 Donate online – through PayPal – what’s easier? 

 

Remember, each week is your opportunity to support the  
ministries of this church we love, all year long.  
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3051 28th Avenue West 
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www.magpres.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
         10:30 am          Worship Service 
         11:30 am          Coffee Hour 
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 Jim Glaser 10/4 Scott Edwards 10/23 

Rebecca Sunoo 10/5 Brayden Kelly 10/23 

Hwa Kang-Crosby 10/9 Rob Leet 10/23 

Justin Beatty 10/9 Dick Gatchel 10/24 

Brom Wikstrom 10/13 Muriel Kelly 10/26 

Helen April 10/22   

Women’s Afternoon Bible 
Study 
Starts October 13th at 1:30pm 
in the Rainier Room 
 
Italian Dinner 
October 15th at 5:00pm  
in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Adult Class 
Weekly at 9:45am in the Mt. 
Rainier Room 
 

Women’s Evening Bible Study 
October 24th at 7pm 
at the home of Sandra Gorohoff, 
2005—36th Avenue West 

Choir Practice 
Sundays from 9:15—10:15 
in the Sanctuary 
 
Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the  
Mt. Rainier Room 
 
AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now meeting 
at MPC—Tuesdays at 8 pm and 
Wednesdays at 6:45 pm.  
All are welcome to attend. 

 
 

 

Prayers, cards, and calls to those 
who cannot be with us regularly 
in worship are always  
appreciated:  
 

 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Evelyn Freeman 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Nancy McPhaden 

 


