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     A welcoming community of caring Christians in service to God…  
     A well of faith and renewal. 

Pastor’s Column:  
Stories of God, Grace, and Gratitude 
 

Pay attention. Be astonished.  Tell About it.  Mary 
Oliver’s poem, Instructions for Living a Life, offers 
good advice for congregations, too. “So often…
beautiful stories of God float through the church 
unspoken,” says Lillian Daniel, “But when we take a 
moment now and then to share them, what a gift 
those stories can be.” 
 

Earlier in 2014 during our worship services you 
heard some personal stories of involvement here at 
Magnolia Presbyterian Church and the difference 
that has made in individual lives. This fall, we will be 
expanding our storytelling focus in worship, so that 
you can begin telling one another about other ways 
you’ve seen God at work in the world, too.  
 

If you would like an opportunity to offer a brief 
story of God’s grace just after prayer time in one of 
our Sunday services, please let me know.  If you 
have a story to be shared, but you prefer not to 
speak aloud in front of the congregation, I’d be 

more than happy to share it on your behalf. Or you 
may very well have other friends in the church who 
would be happy to share it for you.  This is not an 
assignment we would ever want to limit to those 
most comfortable with public speaking.  For we 
might not all be called to speak, but surely we are 
all called to notice and to find ways to convey our 
gratitude for God’s work in our world. 
 

If, as Lamentations 3:22 reminds us, God’s mercies 
are new every morning, then by definition there is 
no end to the good news stories we could be telling 
one another :  Stories of God and Grace and 
Gratitude. 
 

Pay attention. Be astonished.  Tell About it. Too 
often…beautiful stories of God float through the 
church unspoken.  But when we take a moment 
now and then to share them, what a gift those 
stories can be.  Won’t you join me in some good old
-fashioned God talk this year?  
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Deb Sunoo 
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Something New For BLAST  
  
Look for fun changes to our kid's programs at MPC! 
CONNECT is now being lead by our new Youth 
Director, Justin.  Welcome, Justin! The group will start 
meeting on consecutive Sundays most of the month.  
 
In Big BLAST, after two years of loving our Holy Moly 
curriculum we are trying something new this fall 
which I am very excited about. The new curriculum is 
called Whirl and follows a similar format to Holy Moly 
in that we will spend time reading and discussing a 
Bible story together followed by a short video that 
supports the lesson. The video style in Whirl is very 
different than Holy Moly so I think the kids are going 
to find the change very engaging and fun.  
 
BLAST Jr. is returning to the wonderful Beginner's 
Bible flannel board curriculum that the little ones have 
really enjoyed in the past. We also have plans to move 
forward with restoring the old preschool room 
upstairs and hope to bring back a true preschool class 
with its own room very soon! As always, please don't 
hesitate to let me know if you would ever be 
interested in helping out in any of our kid's classes- we 
can always use more helping hands! 

Children Go Back to School with Blessing 
 
All the BLAST kids gathered with their backpacks 
on September 14th for a blessing by Children's 
Director Lori Sawyer.   The Backpack Blessing 
came with a special tag for our kids to wear on 
their backpacks. The blessing was very  
meaningful and memorable for all of us who are 
sending our church kids off to school this year 
with our love and prayers. 
 
(see photo below) 
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New Time Slot for Women’s Bible Study    
Please note—our morning women’s study is turning into an afternoon study this year.  You are welcome to 
join us for our next gathering Thursday, October 9th at 1:30 pm, upstairs in the Mt. Baker room.  This year’s 
study guide is entitled, What She Said: Quotable Women in Scripture.  If you wish to purchase a guide  
before our next gathering, they will be available in the church office for $6.00.  Be ready for the October 
meeting by studying lesson #2 Songs of Worship and War.  

Fall Red Barrel Collection Needs Outerwear 

The Deacons are putting out the Red Barrel through November to collect warm men's and women's  
outerwear—coats, jackets, sweaters. Some of the men at the Mission have job interviews and could use 
suits, sport coats and dress shirts. Please hang these items in the hall closet so they won’t need pressing  
later. The Deacons will donate these items to the Bread of Life Mission.   

Supper Club Meets at Bowmans October 11th  
The Bowmans will host the Saturday, October 11th Supper Club gathering at their home at 1937 – 34th Ave. 
W.  Please come at 6:30 pm and bring a dish to share. Join us for a fun evening of good food, conversation 
and fellowship.  Hope to see you all there!  

Online Giving Option   
Just a reminder:  We have recently introduced a new giving option for the congregation through PayPal.  One 
of the most helpful features of this PayPal option is that you can set up a monthly recurring donation, 
essentially funding your full church pledge for the year in a single step.  On the Contribute page of our church 
website (www.magpres.org) you will see a PayPal Donate button.  Simply click on the button to set up your 
one time or recurring donation; it couldn’t be easier!  

Kay Ramsay Memorial Service October 18th   
A celebration of the life of our beloved friend and faithful member Kay Ramsay will be held on  Saturday  
October 18th at 2 pm.  The reception in Fellowship Hall following the service will feature an English style tea.  
Kay has requested that memorial donations be made to the Magnolia Presbyterian Church Deacon Fund. 

October 27th Evening Women’s Study:  The Poor Hear Good News  
The Women’s Evening Bible Study meeting on Monday, October 27th will review Luke 7:1-23.  Sandra  
Gorohoff will host the meeting which starts at 7 pm in her home at 2005 -36th Ave. W.  Come for coffee and 
fellowship, followed by the lesson.  Study Guides are $6 and will be available at the meeting. 

Church Fair at SPU on October 2nd 
During the first week of classes at Seattle Pacific University there will be a Church Fair on campus to  
introduce students to a wide range of local church options available in the Seattle area.  Pastor Deb Sunoo 
and Elder Marc Greenough will be hosting an informational table at the Fair to help spread the word about 
our congregation.  We look forward to telling new SPU students how much we would enjoy welcoming them 
to our church family while they are living in the area. 
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Perfect Day for All Church Picnic  
 

A great big thank you to Marc Greenough and his team of 
helpers (including grill master Jerry Leighton!) for a  
wonderful church picnic.   



5 

 
October 2014  The Spire — Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

Magnolia Park was the perfect location and  
September 14th was a beautiful fall day! 
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We are delighted to welcome Justin 
Beatty to the church staff as our new 
Youth Director. 
 
As many of you know, over the last  
couple of years Session has been working 
toward the goal of bringing someone on 
staff to focus exclusively on ministering 
to our MPC kids 5th grade and older.  
How grateful we are that generous  
donations from church members this 
summer allowed us to move forward 
with this plan in time for the new church 
school year! 
 
Justin completed his Master of Divinity 
degree at Fuller Seminary NW earlier this 
year.  He is a candidate preparing for  
ordained ministry, under care of Seattle 
Presbytery.  He also brings with him  
significant experience as a volunteer 
sponsor and small group Bible study  
leader at University Presbyterian Church. 
 
If you haven’t yet had an opportunity to 
meet Justin and his wife Liina-ly, be sure 
to introduce yourself soon.  We are very 
glad to have them with us! 

Welcoming Our New Youth Director, Justin Beatty! 

Hello Everyone!  
 
My name is Justin Beatty and I’m really excited to be your new 
Youth Director.  I grew up in Fresno, right in the middle of  
California, and then moved up to Seattle when I was 18 for two 
reasons.  The first was to attend the University of Washington, 
the second was that the middle of California is a desert and far 
too warm for my tastes.  I graduated from the UW in 2008 and 
started taking seminary classes in January 2010 with the hopes 
of working in youth ministry.  I just received my degree from 
seminary this past June and am looking forward to starting at 
MPC and to getting to know all of you over the next few 
weeks.  A couple things that I like (aside from God, Jesus and 
the Bible, of course) are football, especially the Huskies, and  
superheroes. 
 
My wife Liina-ly is way more interesting than I am.  She was 
born in Europe, in Estonia, back when it was behind the “Iron 
Curtain.”  She just received her Master’s Degree in June as well 
and is just now starting work on her Doctorate in Scandinavian 
Studies at the UW.  She is looking forward to getting involved in 
the life of the church and to hanging out with the kids as well. 
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Learn about the Church in Vietnam 
on Sunday October 26th 
Two guest speakers, Dr. Binh Nguyen and the 
Rev. Dr. Ken Sunoo, will be with us in worship on 
Sunday, October 26th.  Pastor Nguyen will share 
his powerful personal story of imprisonment in 
Vietnam in the 1970’s, as well as his more recent 
work to establish and support the various house 
churches that make up the Presbyterian Church 
of Vietnam.  We will also learn about the work of 
the Southeast Asia Ministry Team of Seattle  
Presbytery and opportunities to be involved in 
this ministry, either through financial support, or 
as participants on their mission trip to Southeast 
Asia this winter.  Please join us in offering Pastor 
Nguyen a warm MPC welcome! 
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Join Us for Something Special... 

Pictured clockwise from top right:  The 2013 Seattle Presbytery  
Delegation to Vietnam , Pastor Binh Nguyen and Pastor Ken Sunoo in  
Vietnam, Traditional Vietnamese Dancers. 
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Pictured:  Wayne 
and Claire Johnson 
stand next to the 

 

Mayor’s Day of Concern for the Hungry  
a Great Success! 

Volunteers gathered food at the Magnolia 
QFC on September 27th to help food banks 
and food programs fight hunger in King 
County. Thanks to many generous  
neighbors, the group was able to collect  
1 barrels of food that will go directly to  
people in need in our communities. 
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Congratulations Albert & Nikole 
on your September 13th Wedding! 
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Events and Updates October 2014 

New Church Office Hours 
 

The Office Administrator hours for September to 
December 2014 will change to: 
 

  Mondays:      Closed  
  Tuesdays:     Closed 
  Wednesdays:   8:00 am — 2:00 pm 
  Thursdays:     8:00 am — 2:00 pm 
  Fridays:     8:00 am — 1:00 pm 
 

  The office is always closed Saturday & Sunday. 
  (Pastor Deb's hours will remain the same.)   

October MPC  
Birthdays 
 
October 2 
Katie Bray 
 
October 4 
Jim Glaser 
 
October 5 
Rebecca Sunoo 
 
October 9 
Hwa-Kang Crosby 
Justin Beatty 
 
October 13 
Brom Wikstrom 
 
October 22 
Helen April 
 
 

October 23 
Brayden Kelly 
Rob Leet 
 
October 24 
Dick Gatchel 
 
October 26 
Muriel Kelly 
 
 
 
 

 

Get Ready to “Worship and Rejoice!”  
 
Session is pleased to report that a generous donation 
has made it possible to purchase new Worship and 
Rejoice songbooks for our pews, to replace the  
old paperback Renew books.  (The blue Presbyterian 
Hymnals will remain.) 
 
The congregation is already familiar with many of the 
songs in Worship and Rejoice, both because quite a 
lot of our Renew favorites are there, and also  
because many of our bulletin inserts have been 
drawn from Worship and Rejoice over the last  
several years.  The new books will offer our  
congregation a far wider repertoire of music, with  
far fewer inserts. Good news all around! 
 
We will keep a number of copies of the paper-
back Renew songbooks on hand in our music room.   

The rest will be made available for any members of 
the congregation who wish to take one home; those 
that remain will be donated to another organization 
that can enjoy them in worship. 
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Women’s Walk & Coffee Group 
 
Sat, October 4th is the next Women's Walk.  We will 
leave the church at 9:00 with return scheduled 
or 10:00 Then it’s time for coffee and muffins in the 
Mount Rainier Room. We adjourn at 11:00. Childcare 
will be available starting at 8:45.  You are welcome 
to come for any portion of the time. If you don’t 
choose to walk, join us for coffee.  Hope to see you 
there and look forward to the opportunity to  
connect with you.  
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Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any  Sunday! 
9:15 am Choir Practice 
10:30 am Worship Service 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

MPC Session Meeting: 
Wednesday, October 1st 
7:00pm in the Mt. Baker Room. 
 
Women’s Walk and Coffee 
Group:  
Saturday, October 4th at 
9:00am. 
 
Deacons & Session Meeting: 
Sunday, October 5th at 
12:00pm. 
 
Operation NightWatch: 
Wednesday, October 8th at 
7:30pm. 
 
Women’s Afternoon 
Bible Study: 
Thursday, October 9th at 
1:30pm. 
 
Congregational Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday, October 11th at 
9:00am. 
 

Supper Club 
Saturday, October 11th at 
6:30pm at the home of the 
Bowmans. 
 
Kay Ramsay Memorial Service 
Saturday, October 18th at 
2:00pm in the Sanctuary. 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study:  
Monday, October 27th at 7pm 
at the home of Sandra Gorohoff.  
 
Men’s Coffee Group:  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the Mt. 
Rainier Room. 
 
AA Meetings: 
Two AA groups are now meeting 
at MPC—Tuesdays at 8:00pm 
and Wednesdays at 6:45pm in 
the Mt. Rainier Room. All are 
welcome to attend.  
 
 

 

Prayers, cards, and calls to those 
who cannot be with us regularly 
in worship are always 
appreciated:  
 

 Marie Barnes 
 Vada May Corkery 
 Eleanor Davison 
 Ray & Dorothy 

Fergusson 
 Evelyn Freeman 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Cecile Horman 
 Molly Langdale 
 Nancy McPhaden 
 Ruth Weitkamp 
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