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Pastor’s Column: 

Thank You, Joyful Givers!  

 
What a wonderful month we’ve had, hearing stories of why our 
church friends happily share their resources to support the 
ministries of this congregation.  A brand new colorful display in 
the narthex, created by Mona Owen, will allow us to continue 
sharing our joy throughout the coming month, as we add your 
responses to the mix (‘I give joyfully to Magnolia Presbyterian 
Church because…’)  We look forward to incorporating the 
feedback of our children and youth, as well as our adults, since 
there is no minimum age at which we can support our church 
family enthusiastically, or join in the important work we do 
together in Christ’s name.  
 
If you can, join us for our annual “pledge parade” at the end of 
worship on Sunday, November 6th as we dedicate our pledges  
to God for the year ahead.  If you are not able to be with us on 
Pledge Sunday, completed cards can be left in the offering plate 
or mailed to the church office. And of course if you have already 
turned in your pledge, indicating your expected giving to the 
church in 2017, we thank you!   
 
As for me?  I give joyfully to Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
because I love this congregation and because I am proud of the 
many ways you share God’s love – both with one another and 
with those in need outside our church.  Talk about a great 
investment!  There’s no question that fulfilling my pledge every 
month is money well spent.  I’m glad to know many of you 
agree. 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Deb 

NOTE: 
Italian Dinner Rescheduled for  
Saturday, November 5th at 5pm  
in Fellowship Hall 
 
Join us for supper, ice cream sundaes, 
and BINGO! 
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Meet the Novaks! 
 
The Novak family moved to Seattle from the Czech 
Republic two years ago. Vaclav works as a software 
engineer for Amazon and plays the tuba in Ensign 
Symphony.  
Radka is a porcelain designer and preschool pottery 
teacher who is currently staying at home with the 
children.  
Vanda and Jonas go to Catharine Blaine Elementary 
and Olga has just started attending the Montessori 
Discovery Preschool. 

Meet the Wongs! 
 

Nick and Renee Wong and their two  
children recently moved to Seattle from 
Hong Kong.  Nick relocated here for an 
engineering consulting position  that 
started in January 2016.  The children 
and Renee remained in Hong Kong until 
the end of June, while Renee finished out 
her contract at an international school.   
 
Nick is a civil engineer and Renee is an 

 educator with a focus in literacy,  
numeracy, English as an additional  
language and special needs. Nick is  

originally from Hong Kong and Renee comes from Montana. They share a love of music, history and travel, 
having explored much of Asia together.  Renee and Nick are both keyboardists and singers, while Nick is 
also an organist and classical pianist. 
 
The two Wong children were both born and baptized while they lived in Rapid City, South Dakota.  Spencer 
Christian is ten years old and his birthday is the day before his parent’s wedding anniversary on January 
16.  Ella Sophia is 9 years old and shares her birthday with the summer solstice.  Both Spencer and Ella 
attend Lawton Elementary School, in 5th and 4th grades respectively. They enjoy sports, music, and making 
things with their imaginations and their hands.  

Welcome our Newest Church Members  
We are pleased to welcome four new members and their families in worship on Sunday, October 30th 
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Interested in Church Membership?  

Sleeping Bag Drive for Tent City 5  
 
Magnolia neighborhood churches are collecting new and gently 
used sleeping bags for our neighbors at Tent City 5. Your donations 
can be left in the Red Barrel just inside the entrance to the church, 
anytime before November 20th.  For more information, please  
contact Anné Wikstrom: miele444@comcast.net 

Worship BLAST Kids’ Classes Off to a Big Start 
 
Our Worship BLAST children's classes are off to a great start with lots of new faces this fall. Big BLAST K-4th 
grade kids are learning Bible stories with the help of our Whirl curriculum, while the BLAST Junior  
preschoolers are focused on stories from the Old Testament with fun, colorful flannel boards. We are  
grateful to all of our volunteer teachers in that preschool class!  
 
As the whole church gets ready for Pledge Sunday on November 6th we will be talking about the meaning of 
giving with the Big BLAST class, and they will have an opportunity to fill out their very own pledge cards. 

After Pledge Sunday, we will start collecting a weekly offering in class, so that our kids can experience 
joyful giving first hand. Participating in the offering is, of course, entirely voluntary. We’ll also discuss other 
ways that we can share what God has given us, for example, smiling, helping, cooking, and being  
a good friend. 

Adult Class on Prayer Continues this Month 
 
The Power of Prayer remains the focus for the Sunday Morning Adult 
Class at 9:45 am on November 6th, 13th and 20th.  Join George Keylon and 
Jeff Tyler to discuss: Are there different types of prayers?  What does the 
Bible say about our need for prayer?  Does the Bible give us instruction 
for how we should pray?  Does God change us through prayer? 
 
You’re invited to join us for coffee, treats, good fellowship and discussion 
at 9:45 am in the Mt. Rainier Room on the main floor. Child care will be 
available at 9 am upstairs.  We hope you can join us!   

mailto:miele444@comcast.net
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Women's Afternoon Bible Study meets November 3rd 
 

Our afternoon Women's Bible Study gathers next on Thursday, 
November 3rd at 1:30pm. This year’s study is entitled Who is  
Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes. Note that our November 
study will focus for a second time on the gospel of Mark (Lesson 
One), to continue our discussion from October.   All are welcome!  
Let Pastor Deb know if you are interested in joining us and do not 
yet have a copy of the study book: deb@magpres.org. 

Join Us in our Annual Giving Tree Tradition!   
 
Look for the Giving Tree covered with gift tags on Sunday, 
November 6th.  God has blessed us in so many ways and 
the Giving Tree project is an opportunity to help homeless 
women, men, and their children staying at Mary’s Place.  
Choose a gift tag for a child, for a woman or a man, a gift 
card from any number of businesses, or a donation for a 
new pair of shoes.  Keep in mind that these gift tags are 
suggestions of what to purchase.  If you happen to find 
something similar that catches your eye, or is on sale (!), 
of course that item will be welcomed as well.   
 
You will notice that this year men are being included as 
part of the Giving Tree.  Mary’s Place started welcoming 
and caring for homeless fathers with children.  Keep in 
mind too that not all the children receiving  Giving Tree 
gifts are little ones.  There is a strong population of Junior 
High and High School boys and girls. 

 
Just take one or more of these tags, purchase the gift and return it to the 
church unwrapped by no later than Sunday, December 4th.  If you choose 
tags for shoes, make your check out to the Church of Mary Magdalene.  Of 
course, cash donations are always welcome.  These tags w/checks can be  
given to Freda Clark or placed in the offering plate during our church service. 
 
Giving Tree gifts will help bring the residents of Mary’s Place the joy of the 
season.  The shelters are locations where families get their basic needs for 
food and shelter met daily.  They provide resources and referrals to social 
services, medical care, legal and financial aid, shelter, housing, clean clothing, 
and employment. 

 

Each year this Deacons project  has been so successful.  Help us keep up the tradition! 



5 

 November 2016  The Spire — Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

Evening Bible Study meets November 21st  
 

The Beatitude “Greatly Honored are the Humbled” will be the 
topic for the November 21st  Women’s Evening Bible Study.  
We’ll meet at the home of Maria Dammer.  Please contact Shar-
lene Bathum for directions. 
Please join us at 7 pm for treats, fellowship, and lively discussion 
led by Jane Haugen.    

Congregational Meeting to Elect Church Officers November 20th 
 
We invite you to stay after worship on Sunday, November 20th to elect our new Session members and  
Deacons for 2017.  Our new officers will be ordained and installed in worship on Sunday, December 4th. 

Invitation to Join the Choir for Advent & Christmas  
 

Do you enjoy Christmas music?  Music Director Andrey 
Spichak invites you to come to choir practice at 9:15 am on 
Sunday mornings this month to add your voice to the pieces 
we’ll be singing for the Advent and Christmas season.  Sheet 
music will be available to take home, and you will also be 
given audio recordings to help you practice between  
Sundays.  Don’t let a lack of prior choir experience keep 
you away!  Andrey will be happy to address any concerns 
you may have about your singing ability.  Please consider 
adding your voice to our choir for the holiday season. 

9am Child Care on Sundays 

 
Are you a parent who would like to join the choir for 9:15am rehearsals or 
attend the adult education class at 9:45am?  We’re pleased to announce 
that we are now offering child care beginning at 9:00am on Sunday  
mornings. 
 
We invite you to contact our child care assistant, Becca Sunoo, to let her 
know your kids will be coming (rsunoo@gmail.com), or simply find her  
upstairs when you arrive. 
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Ushers to Serve Monthly 
Please let Pastor Deb know if you would like to be added to our regular 
monthly rotation of ushers.  You would serve as part of a team on the 
same Sunday on every month (e.g. 2nd Sundays), finding someone to  
cover for you when necessary. 

Communion Set Up 
Please let Pastor Deb know if you would be willing to set up the Lord’s 
Table for communion, and clean up after communion, and how often 
you would be available to do so (e.g. monthly, every other month, etc.)  
We would provide you with complete instructions, and reimburse you 
for costs through the worship budget. 

Advent Lunch and Decorating Party December 4
th

 

 
Start the holiday season by coming to our Advent Lunch after 
worship on December 4th.  The buffet lunch will feature  
homemade soups, sandwich makings, salads, and a dessert  
table.  Contact Sharlene Bathum (s.bathum@comcast.net) if you 
would like to help decorate for the party, contribute food, or  
assist with clean up. 
 
After lunch we will decorate the church for the holidays.  Be sure 
to mark your calendars for our December 4th festivities.  You will 
not want to miss this fun annual MPC tradition! 
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Did You Know?  
 

Your regular offerings to the church also fund important ministries outside our 
congregation.  This includes helping homeless women and men, and their  
children, through a local organization called Mary’s Place. 
 
Here’s what that means:  
Every time you put money in the collection plate here  
at church, a portion of it goes to the Deacons to offer  
assistance to those in need, including Seattle families 
with no place to call home. 

 
But what does that really mean? 
It means that in addition to taking home tags from our 
giving tree this month, and donating Christmas gifts, our congregation is also 
contributing money to Mary’s Place from your regular offerings.  For more  
information, join us on Sunday, November 13th to hear our guest speaker, 
Mary’s Place Executive Director Marty Hartman,  
or go to http://www.marysplaceseattle.org. 
 
How can we help?  
By committing to our community’s outreach beyond our walls.  It’s easy to en-
sure that we as a church family are able to give generously to those in need.  
 

 Put cash in the offering plate – like a good amount! 

 Write a check – if you carry them with you 

 Auto-withdrawal from your bank account –  

like your cable bill or a car payment 

 Donate online – through PayPal – what’s easier? 

 
 

Remember, each week is your opportunity to help 

families in need right here in Seattle, through your 

gifts to Magnolia Presbyterian Church. 

http://www.marysplaceseattle.org
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Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
         10:30 am          Worship Service 
         11:30 am          Coffee Hour 
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MacKenzie Barany 11/5 Esmé Canlis 11/25 

Ben Sawyer 11/9 Clark Bathum 11/26 

Cheri Yonich 11/12 David Malda 11/27 

Natalie Leighton 11/15   

Women’s Afternoon Bible 
Study 
November 3rd at 1:30pm 
in the Rainier Room 
 
Italian Dinner  
November 5th at 5:00pm  
in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study 
November 21st at 7pm 
at the home of Maria Dammer 
 
Advent Lunch & Decorating 
December 4th 
in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Choir Practice 
Sundays from 9:15—10:15 
in the Sanctuary 
 
Sunday Adult Class 
Weekly at 9:45am  
in the Mt. Rainier Room 
 
Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the  
Mt. Rainier Room 
 
AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now meeting 
at MPC—Tuesdays at 8 pm and 
Wednesdays at 6:45 pm.  
All are welcome to attend. 

Prayers, cards, and calls to those 
who cannot be with us regularly 
in worship are always  
appreciated:  
 

 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Evelyn Freeman 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Nancy McPhaden 

 


