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Pastor’s column:  
Sabbatical Update 
 

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to take a sabbatical 
from my work here at church from June through September.  
My sabbatical plans so far include significantly refreshing my 
Greek and Hebrew language skills, working ahead on sermon 
series and other teaching opportunities for the coming year, 
reading widely, and spending time with my family, both here 
in Seattle and in upstate New York.  I am also looking forward to visiting other churches on Sunday  
mornings, and perhaps seeking out interfaith worship opportunities as well, gathering ideas that we might 
someday try here at MPC. 
 

While I’m away, you will be well cared for both by our Associate Pastor Justin Beatty and by Rev. Janine  
Moriarty, who has been hired by the Session to cover the full-time head of staff position for these four 
months. Janine is a good friend of mine, and an experienced pastor and administrator.  She is known to 
many of you from guest preaching opportunities in years past; she has also served in leadership positions in 
our presbytery for many years.  I’m confident Janine will keep things running smoothly at the church in my 
absence, and I’ve asked her to introduce herself to you on the next page (Page 2). 
 

While it will be a strange feeling after eight years to step away from the day to day operations of the 
church, and the responsibilities of pastoral care for this wonderful congregation, it will also be a  
tremendous gift to my own family to have this time when I am not on call, so that they have my full  
attention and don’t need to worry about family dinners or travel days being interrupted with church  
business or pastoral care concerns. 
 

My final Sunday in worship, before sabbatical, will be May 28th. My final 
day in the office will be Wednesday, May 31st.  I’ll then look forward to 
returning on Sunday, October 1st, refreshed and re-energized for what I 
hope will be quite a few more years of serving with you here at MPC! 
 

It is a great privilege to serve such a wonderful congregation.   
Thank you for all you do, and “may God be with you here!” 
 
Grace and peace,   

Pastor Deb Sunoo 
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Introducing Rev. Janine Moriarty  

 
Greetings Magnolia Faithful, 
I’d like to begin by expressing my thanks for the invitation to cover 
for Deb while she is experiencing a time of renewal and refresh-
ment  on her Sabbatical. Providing this time away for a Sabbatical  
is a great gift that you have given to your pastor. Yes, there is a  
fear of the unknown… “will we be okay while she’s gone?” As well  
as anticipation for her return… “what exciting new ministry ideas 
and energy will she bring back to us?” Of course, Deb will be  
experiencing similar feelings as she takes off on her time away.  
I’m honored to be a part of helping shepherd the congregation 
along on your part of this Sabbatical. I am looking forward to a 
summer filled with learning, fun, laughter, a few struggles and a 
whole lot of faith that we are all going to grow through this  
adventure.  I have had the opportunity over the years to provide 
pulpit supply for you on various occasions. I may know a little bit about some of you, and now I will 
have privilege of getting to know you better. You too will get to know my goofy quirks and learn 
more about my love/passion for ministry. 
 
Here is just a little bit of information about me, consider it a jumping off point to ask those burning 
questions that you’ve wanted to know answers to but there wasn’t time during coffee hour. 
 
Rev. Janine Moriarty is an Ordained Minister in the Presbyterian Church USA.  She has served churches 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, Federal Way and Des Moines, Washington.  She is currently a Member at Large of 
Seattle Presbytery, serving as Parish Associate at Rainier Beach Presbyterian Church.  While searching 
for a new call she serves the "larger church" working several years at REI where she used her pastoral 
skills on a regular basis; and is currently working for the Seattle Mariners and Dick’s Sporting 
Goods.  She enjoys sports and is somewhat of a baseball fanatic, loves college football, enjoys car 
camping with friends and walks on the beach searching for "beach glass.”  
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2017 Palm Sunday & Easter Celebrations 
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Palm Sunday 2017—Liina-Ly Beatty with MPC kids 

2017 Easter Brunch 

2017 Easter Egg Hunt 
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The Pacific NW Interfaith Amigos: Interfaith Dialogue During Challenging Times 

 

On Wednesday evening May 17th at 7 pm, at 
Church of the Ascension (2330 Viewmont Way)  
the Ecumenical Faith Community in Magnolia  
invites you to hear Imam Jamal Rahman, Pastor 
Dave Brown, and Rabbi Ted Falcon share a crucial  
message delivered in their unique, humorous 
style.  The event is FREE but registration is  
required due to limited seating.  Go 
to www.interfaithamigos-Magnolia.eventbrite.com  
to claim your free tickets today! 

May 20th Supper Club  
 
 Steve and Stella Bass will host Supper Club on  
 Saturday evening, May 20

th
 at 6:30 pm. Bring a dish  

 to share and join us at their home at 3447 – 37
th

 Ave. 
West. To let Steve know you’re coming call 284-1949 
or e-mail steven_bass@comcast.net. 

  
 Anné and Brom Wikstrom will host Supper Club in 
June.  

 

Thank You, Liina-Ly!  

Having originally offered to cover our Interim Children’s Director 
position for just a few months last summer, Liina-Ly Beatty has 
done a terrific job guiding our children’s program throughout this 
school year.  She has taught the weekly Worship BLAST class for 
our elementary grades, coordinated teachers for our preschool 
BLAST Junior class, and purchased curriculum, snacks, and supplies 
for both classes. She led a lovely children’s Christmas program in 
December and organized our annual Easter egg hunt this spring. 
And we will long remember her wonderful stuffed animal friends 
and their adventures from her children’s messages throughout the 
year. 

 
An MPC church member (and the spouse of our Associate Pastor, 
Justin), Liina-Ly will remain part of our worshipping congregation, 
but she will be stepping down from the Children’s Ministry position 
this month. She has several conferences and other international 
travel opportunities coming up that will have her out of town on 
Sunday mornings.  In addition, she needs to focus on teaching her 
courses and completing her doctoral dissertation at the University 
of Washington.   

 
Liina-Ly’s final Sunday as our Interim Children’s Ministry Director will be Sunday, May 21

st
.  Please 

join us that day as we offer heartfelt thanks for her leadership with our children this year! 

http://www.interfaithamigos-magnolia.eventbrite.com/
mailto:Steven_bass@comcast.net
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Interested in Church Membership?  
 

 If you have been worshiping with us  
 regularly and would be interested in  
 becoming a member of our congregation, 

please let Pastor Deb know.  She would be 
happy to find a time for conversation with 
you to orient you to this church and to our 
denomination, the meaning of church  

 membership, and the steps we would take  
 to welcome you to membership at MPC.    

We are glad you are here! 
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Alina Sunoo Graduates in June  
 
 On June 16

th
, Alina Sunoo will graduate from King’s High 

 School in Shoreline. An honors student at King’s, and a 
 second-degree black belt in taekwondo, Alina is also an 

ordained Deacon here at MPC, and a devoted Harry Potter fan. She will  
be attending Whitworth University in Spokane in the fall. Because Alina  
will be away from the church during her mom’s sabbatical this summer,  
we will celebrate her graduation in worship on Sunday, May 21

st
.   

Congratulations, Alina!  

Greetings from the Hungarian Reformed Church!  

 
For a number of years now we have been pleased to host a Hungarian Reformed congregation for 
worship and fellowship 3- 4 times a year on Sunday afternoons.  This photo was taken at their most 
recent Palm Sunday worship.  
 
Many will remember when MPC member Kathy Vitez asked if her friends from the Hungarian  
Reformed Church could plan their worship services here.  They started with only a few members  
and it is a blessing to see their congregation now.  
 
Pentecost Sunday, June 4

th
 will 

be their next worship service.   
Be sure to extend a warm  
welcome if you see them  
arriving that afternoon! 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS!! 

Lisa Bowman 5/1 Diane Tinker 5/10 

Bill Cummings 5/2 Jericho Matthews 5/20 

Charlie Phares 5/3 Alex Bailey 5/24 

Mark Whipple 5/3 Johnathan Mak 5/26 

Madeleine Coleman 5/4 Mona Owen 5/28 

Laura Mills 5/8 Suzanne Tyler 5/28 

Afternoon Women’s Study May 11th  
 
Our afternoon Women’s Bible Study will meet next on Thursday, May 11

th
 at 1:30 pm in the Mt. 

Rainier Room.  This year’s study is entitled “Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes.”  The  
focus for May will be Lesson 8: Other Abrahamic Faiths.  Please let Pastor Deb know if you would 
like to join the group and need a copy of this month’s lesson.   

“God’s Love” Study Concludes in May 
 
Join us in our Sunday morning Adult Education Class for our final conversations in the “God’s Love” 
series.  The study starts at 9:30 am in the Mt. Baker Room on the 2

nd
 floor.  

(Childcare is available in the room next door.) 
  
May 7              God’s Sustaining Love 
May 14            God’s Love Preserved Jonah 
May 21            God’s Love for Nineveh 
May 28            God’s Pervasive Love 

Spring Dinner & Bible Study May 22nd 
 
The Women’s Evening Bible Study will meet on Monday, May 22

nd
 for dinner and the final lesson on 

the Beatitudes.  Please come to the home of Sharlene Bathum, 1209 NW 120
th

 Street, at 6 pm and 
bring an appetizer, salad, main dish, or dessert to share.  Barb Bily-Parr will lead the discussion of 
‘Honored Are You Who Put Your Honor on the Line for Christ’s Sake.’ See you on May 22

nd
. 

Connect Youth Class to Study Paul’s Letters 
 
The New Testament Letters of Paul will be the focus of the Sunday morning CONNECT class this 
month. The group meets downstairs in the Youth Room every week except Communion Sundays 
with Youth Pastor Rev. Justin Beatty. 
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Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Hannay Sunoo 
 
News Editor:  
Nancy Wright 

Copy Editor: 
Sharlene Bathum 
 
Layout/Design Editor: 
Zib Marshall 

3051 28th Avenue West 
Seattle, WA  98199 
206-283-3322 
office@magpres.org 
www.magpres.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
 9:30 am Adult Education 
         10:30 am        Worship Service 
         11:30 am         Coffee Hour 
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Session Meeting 
May 2nd at 7pm 
in the Mt. Baker Room 
 
Deacon Meeting 
May 7th at 12:00pm 
in the Mt. Baker Room 
 
Operation Nightwatch 
May 10th at 7:30pm 
 
Women’s Afternoon Bible Study 
May 11th at 1:30pm 
in the Mt. Rainier Room 
 
“Interfaith Amigos” 
May 17th at 7:00pm at 
The Church of the Ascension 
2330 Viewmont Way 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study 
May 22nd at 6pm 
at Sharlene Bathum’s home 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Adult Class 
Weekly at 9:30am  
in the Mt. Baker Room 
 
Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the  
Mt. Rainier Room 
 
AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now 
meeting at MPC—Tuesdays at  
8 pm and Wednesdays at 
6:45pm. All are welcome to 
attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers, cards, and calls to 
those who cannot be with us 
regularly in worship are always  
appreciated:  
 

 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Barbara Kivi 
 Nancy McPhaden 


