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Lent Begins Sunday, March 5th 
 

A 40-day period of reflection and  
preparation for Holy Week and Easter, 
the season of Lent officially begins on 
Ash Wednesday, March 1

st
, and our  

observance of Lent here at MPC will 
begin in worship on Sunday, March 5

th
.   
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Pastor’s column:  

Letting Go for Lent 
 
For some, giving something up for the 40-day 
season of Lent is a valuable spiritual practice.  
Others prefer to take something on for Lent: a 
new discipline of prayer or study, for instance, or 
a new form of service.  Here at church over the 
five Sundays of Lent we will be focusing on the 
theme of “Letting Go,” looking at several areas of 
life in which God may be calling us to unclench 
our fists, to open ourselves up, or simply to hold 
on more lightly rather than clinging quite so 
tightly.  Join us in worship as we explore what it 
can mean for followers of Jesus to “let go” in this 
Lenten season. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Deb  
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Esther Gorohoff Baptized February 26th
  

 
Esther, the youngest daughter of Alex and Anna  
Gorohoff, was baptized during worship on Sunday, 
February 26

th
.  Esther’s brother Ollie and sister Greta, 

grandparents Ken and Sandra Gorohoff, and  
grandparents Rich Kay and Nancy Padden joined  
in the happy event.   

Meet the 2017 Session  

(Seated)  Steve Moore, Sharlene Bathum, Scott Edwards, Riki Clark 
(Standing) Cheri Yonich, Catherine McCollister, Anne’ Wikstrom, Jim Glaser,  

Jerry Leighton and Youth Pastor Justin Beatty 

Clerk of Session: Steve Moore Communication and Outreach:  Riki Clark 

Adult Education / Small Groups:  Scott Edwards Hospitality:  Sharlene Bathum 

Building:  Cheri Yonich, Jim Glaser, Jerry Leighton Budget / Finance:  Steve Moore 

Grounds: Anné Wikstrom Stewardship:  Steve Moore, Scott Edwards, Sharlene 
Bathum 

Emergency Preparedness: Jerry Leighton & Jim 
Glaser 

Worship and Music: Catherine McCollister & Anné 
Wikstrom 

Personnel:  Riki Clark and Catherine McCollister Youth Ministry: Sharlene Bathum & Justin Beatty 

These are the assignments for your 2017 Session.  If you have questions or suggestions in  
any of the following areas, please contact the Session member responsible. 
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Interested in Church Membership?  
If you have been worshiping with us regularly and would be interested in becoming a member of 
our congregation, please let Pastor Deb know.  She would be happy to find a time for conversation 
with you to orient you to this church and to our denomination, the meaning of church membership, 
and the steps we would take to welcome you to membership at MPC.   We are glad you are here! 

March 2017 The Spire — Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

2017 Deacons 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering April 9th 

This special offering supports important global ministries such as  
Presbyterian Disaster Relief and the Presbyterian Hunger Program.  
Watch for bulletin inserts with more information in the coming weeks, 
or go to http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs.  We will collect both 
your checks and your coin banks for One Great Hour of Sharing on 
Palm Sunday, April 9

th
. 

(Seated)  Barb Bily-Parr, Alina Sunoo, Laurie Trettel, Rev. Deb Sunoo 

(Standing)  Clark Bathum, Mona Owen, Sally Cummings, Linda Keylon, Greg Kelly 
(Not pictured)  Chris Wyrick  

Order Easter Lilies by April 9th 

Help us decorate our sanctuary for Easter with a purchase 
of one or more Easter lilies. Please send a check to the 
church office for $10 for each plant with ‘Easter Lilies’ in the 
memo line, along with the name of the person you wish to 
remember.  We will need to have your orders in hand by 
Palm Sunday, April 9

th
.  

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs
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Pastor Deb to Take a Sabbatical  
 
Beginning June 1

st
 Pastor Deb will take a 4-month sabbatical from MPC. The primary purpose of the 

sabbatical is to give her the opportunity to step back from her round-the-clock pastoral and  
administrative responsibilities, to provide time for rest, renewal, refreshment and “recharging her 
batteries.” 
 
Members of Session and the Personnel Committee have worked with Pastor Deb to develop the 
plan and obtain funding for her sabbatical. Outside financing has been obtained to cover the 
$20,000 needed to pay a temporary, full-time pastor during her absence. 
 
During the sabbatical, Deb will attend services at other local churches, giving her the opportunity to 
worship as part of their congregation.  This time spent on “the other side of the pulpit” will provide 
time for personal reflection, as well as the opportunity to collect new ideas which can be introduced 
when she returns to her pastoral responsibilities. 
 
In this time of rest and renewal—some solitary, some with family -- Deb looks forward to biking and 
canoeing, both for her physical well-being and to enjoy the beauty of God’s creation.  She is also 
planning to travel with family, including a trip with Ken to celebrate their 25

th
 wedding anniversary.   

 
Another important element of her sabbatical is study.  Deb plans to dedicate time to further study 
of Hebrew and Greek—Biblical languages which she loves and can incorporate into her preaching 
and teaching.  
 
The Session and Personnel Committee will be involved in identifying the best candidate for the  
temporary, full-time pastor position, and will meet with the selected person on a regular basis to 
assure that this person is receiving the support and guidance they need during their time at MPC. 
 
If you would like more information about the sabbatical and the plan for full coverage of pastoral 
responsibilities during this time, contact Riki Clark (206)940-0954  riki_clark@hotmail.com or Linda 
Keylon (206)718-8244  lkeylon4home@gmail.com . 

mailto:riki_clark@hotmail.com
mailto:lkeylon4home@gmail.com
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Afternoon Women’s Study March 9th  

Our afternoon Women's Bible Study will meet on Thursday, 
March 9

th
 at 1:30 pm in the Mt. Rainier Room.  This year’s study 

is entitled “Who is Jesus?  What a Difference a Lens Makes.”  The 
focus for March will be the way the Apostle Paul portrays Jesus.  
Please let Pastor Deb Sunoo know if you would like to join the 
group and need a copy of the study book. 

Adult Bible Class Exploring God’s Love 
 
Beginning March 5

th
 the Adult Bible Class will pick up from, and go into more depth on, our  

previous topic, Exploring God’s Love.  The Adult Class meets on Sunday morning from  
9:30 – 10:15 in the Mt. Baker Room upstairs.  The class curriculum will overlap with our Christian  
calendar of Lent, Easter, and beyond.   
 
Adult Education Elder Scott Edwards reports that “during our recent MPC Leadership Retreat with 
elders, deacons and staff, we had exciting conversations regarding adult education and explored  
numerous future directions and structures. We also reflected on the positive impact of George  
Keylon’s recent six-week study Lessons on Love.  I plan to organize a schedule for the remainder of 
the year and would like to include your ideas, interests, and thoughts about our adult education  
program.” 

March 27th Bible Study on Peacemakers 

The Evening Women’s Bible Study will meet on Monday, March 
27

th
 at 7 pm at the home of Janet Friedrich, 4601 Lawton Lane 

W.  The lesson will focus on the Beatitude “Greatly Honored are 
the Peacemakers.”   Please let Janet know if you will be at Bible 
Study – philipf@comcast.net or 206-285-2098.   

BLAST Kids Program 

The Big BLAST and BLAST Junior classes continue to do well with the help 
of wonderful volunteer teachers in BLAST Junior and great helpers in the 
Big BLAST class!  The children will again have an opportunity to collect 
coins in fish banks to benefit One Great Hour of Sharing during Lent.  The 
fish banks will be distributed on the first Sunday of March.  This is a really 
great way for the kids to feel like they are contributing to helping others 
and being a light to the world, which has been the overarching theme of 
our winter curriculum.  I have also tried to incorporate this idea more in my 
children’s sermons.  It was also wonderful to interview Rick Reynolds about 
Operation Nightwatch during the Children’s Time in January! 
 

Liina-Ly Beatty, Interim Children’s Ministry Director  

mailto:philipf@comcast.net
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“Souper Bowl of Caring” Scores! 
 
The CONNECT Youth Class wants to thank everyone for their generous donations of $1000 and 10 
lbs. of food to the Souper Bowl of Caring in February.  The Queen Anne Help Line will use these 
funds to aid families in need here in our neighborhood.  Special credit for size of the donation goes 
to the Souper Bowl players for their skit during worship.  Well done, team! 

March 18th Memorial Service for Evelyn Freeman 

A memorial service will be held for Evelyn Freeman at 2 pm on  
Saturday, March 18

th
.  Evelyn passed away in Seattle on December 

18, 2016.  She is survived by her daughter, Kris Freeman; her son, 
Dan Freeman; and many nieces and nephews.   
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Memorial Service for Donald Strong March 25th  

Donald R. Strong passed away after a brief illness on January 22, 2017 
while living in Sun City, Arizona.  Don was 83.  He was a devoted  
husband, a loving and supportive father and a good humored and  
amiable friend to many.  Don was a member of this church for 60 
years.  A celebration of Don's life will be held here at MPC at 2 pm  
on Saturday, March 25, 2017.  
 
Don was born in Alliance, Nebraska, on August 12, 1933 to Lee and 
Flora Strong.  He grew up in Nebraska and lived there until graduating 
from high school in 1951.  Don entered the University of Wyoming on 
a Music Scholarship.   He played the trombone there and continued to 
play the trombone throughout his long life, most recently with the Sun 
City Concert Band and the Pops Band.  Don also played trombone with 
the Seattle Civic Band before moving to Sun City.  Don loved the  
classical tunes and the American Standards.   
 
Not long after starting at Wyoming, Don concluded the prospects of 
making a living in music were not good and he transferred into the Engineering School.  After his 
second year at Wyoming, Don enlisted in the U.S. Army where he worked as an engineer building 
bridges in Germany, which was still rebuilding from the devastation of World War II.   
 
After his discharge from the Army, Don went home to Nebraska where he married his high school 
sweetheart, Mary Ann Blackstone.  The young couple moved back to Laramie where they had their 
first daughter Sharon. Don completed his studies and graduated with a BS in Civil Engineering.   
 
Following his graduation Don and his family moved to Seattle to work for Boeing. He moved from 
Boeing to the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) agency where he worked for twenty years.  
Don and Mary Ann had two more children, Karen and Dwight. 
 
Don opened up his own civil engineering firm in Kirkland in 1981, D. R. Strong Consulting Engineers, 
Inc.  They worked as engineers for local water and sewer districts, large and small developers, and 
municipalities all over Western Washington.  With help from his daughter Karen, also a Civil Engineer, 
the firm grew steadily and became quite successful. 
 
Don loved traveling the world with Mary Ann: biking, swimming, racquetball, and fishing in Alaska.  
He loved woodworking, making furniture, and spending time with his woodworking friends. After  
retirement Don and Mary Ann split their time between Seattle and Sun City. 
 
Mary Ann, Don’s beloved wife of 54 years, passed away in 2010 and only a few month later his 
daughter Sharon unexpectedly passed away. 
 
In 2011, Don married his second love, Mary Anne Aspinwall.  Together they continued Don's love of 
travel, and also split their time between Seattle and Sun City. 
 
Don is survived by his loving wife Mary Anne, his children Karen Bekins (Paul), Dwight Strong (Susan), 
grandchildren Lisa (Christopher Vanderhoef), Byron (Heidi), Scott, three great grandsons and his  
beloved cat Daisy. 
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Did You Know?  
Your regular offerings to the church also fund  
important ministries outside our congregation,  
including an ecumenical effort to support Tent  
City 5, an encampment for homeless individuals and 
families right at the bottom of our hill in Interbay. 

 
Here’s what that means:  
Every time you put money in the collection  
plate here at church, a portion of it goes to the  
Deacons to help those in need, including  
homeless women and men living right here  
in our neighborhood. 

 
But what does that really mean? 
Our MPC congregation is currently collecting paper goods in our Red Barrel to share with 
Tent City residents.  An ecumenical Magnolia neighborhood group continually provides hot 
meals, & bag lunches, as well as filling propane tanks at the Interbay U-Haul. This group of 
volunteers meets monthly, along with some Tent City 5 residents, to help determine how we 
can best provide support.  Monetary donations as well as donations of tents, tarps, blankets, 
sleeping bags, clothing and food have been made and are continually needed.  More  
information about what is needed is available on their website:  www.sharewheel.org or you 
can stop by in person anytime: 3234 17th Avenue West, between West Dravus and West  
Bertona. 

 
How can we help?  
By committing to our community’s outreach beyond our walls.  It’s easy to ensure that we  
as a church family are able to give generously to those in need.  
 
 Put cash in the offering plate – like a good amount! 
 Write a check – if you carry them with you 
 Auto-withdrawal from your bank account – like your cable bill  
 Donate online – through PayPal – what’s easier?  

 

Remember, each week is your opportunity to help those in need right here 

in our neighborhood, through your gifts to Magnolia Presbyterian Church. 

Red Barrel Collection for Tent City 5 

Through the month of March, we will be gathering paper goods for Tent 
City 5.  We specifically need paper towels, plates, cups, bowls, napkins, and 
plastic silverware. Please leave your contributions in the Red Barrel near the 
entrance to the church anytime between now and March 26th.  Thank you! 

http://www.sharewheel.org
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The Spire  Is a monthly publication issued by Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Hannay Sunoo 
 
News Editor:  
Nancy Wright 

Copy Editor: 
Sharlene Bathum 
 
Layout/Design Editor: 
Zib Marshall 

 

3051 28th Avenue West 
Seattle, WA  98199 
206-283-3322 
office@magpres.org 
www.magpres.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
         10:30 am        Worship Service 
         11:30 am         Coffee Hour 
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Women’s Afternoon Bible 
Study 
March 9th at 1:30pm 
in the Rainier Room 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study 
March 27h at 7pm 
at the home of Janet Friedrich 
 
Sunday Adult Class 
Weekly at 9:30am  
in the Mt. Baker Room 
 
Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the  
Mt. Rainier Room 

AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now 
meeting at MPC—Tuesdays at  
8 pm and Wednesdays at 
6:45pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to attend. 
Prayers, cards, and calls to 
those who cannot be with us 
regularly in worship are always  
appreciated:  
 

 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Barbara Kivi 
 Nancy McPhaden 

M
A

R
C

H
 

Cherryl Towey 3/2 Greg Kelly 3/23 

Donna Leet 3/4 Ruth Trail 3/24 

Sarah Madill 3/6 Leigh Canlis 3/26 

Nordika Jones 3/7 Mike Parr 3/27 

Dave Bowman 3/11 Scot Madill Jr 3/27 

George Keylon 3/14 Jim Mills 3/31 

Zib Marshall 3/18   


