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Pastor’s Column: 
 
Q & A with Jesus 
 
Each year I enjoy pulling together a sermon series on 
the gospels that allows us to revisit Jesus’ story from a 
slightly different angle.  A couple of years ago our 
theme was “Dinners with Jesus,” for instance, since he 
had such a wide range of dinner companions and held 
fascinating conversations with each of them.  Another 
year we looked specifically at the parables or “Stories 
Jesus Told.”  One time we examined questions people 
asked about Jesus: “Who is this who healed you?” “Who 
is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” and 
so on. 
 
This year I thought it would be interesting to look at 
questions Jesus himself asks.  So I have begun a new 
sermon series titled “Q&A (or questions and answers) 
with Jesus.”   We’ll take a couple of breaks here and 
there – for guest speakers from mission organizations 
we support and for the season of Lent – but in general 
these questions Jesus asked will take us through much 
of the winter and spring this year.  
 
Join us in worship as together we ask ourselves 
questions Jesus asked, and consider how we might 
answer. 

 
Grace and peace, 
 Pastor Deb  
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Welcome New Members 
On January 8th we had the opportunity to welcome Kristen Choiniere 
and Tim Jones as new members of our congregation and to baptize 
their daughter Nordika.  It was a joyous occasion especially for  
Nordika who waved to everyone as she was carried by her father into 
the congregation. 
 
The family lives in the neighborhood 
and began coming to worship in the 
fall just before their second daughter 
Vienna was born.  Tim moved to Seattle 
in 2000 and is a broker at the firm JLL.  
Kristen is a busy mother to their two 
girls and looks forward to continuing 
her studies at the University of  
Washington in Criminal Justice. 

2017 Leadership Retreat   
MPC Deacons and Session members will gather on Saturday, February 11th from 9 am to 2 pm for 
their annual planning retreat.  Please hold our church leaders in your prayers as they make  
important decisions about priorities and goals for the year ahead. 
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New from BLAST Classes  
Happy New Year! I am so grateful to continue working with our wonderful group of kids this  
winter! As many of you know, one of the highlights of the Christmas season was the Christmas 
pageant. The kids did a great job acting out the story from Luke 2, singing and wearing the  
adorable costumes. We were also very thankful for the youth narrators and all the adult helpers! 
Along with preparing for the pageant, we enjoyed working with our music director Andrey  
Spichak who will continue to come and teach songs to the kids in the beginning of the Sunday 
school class.  
 
The Big BLAST class continues to work with the Whirl curriculum, where the kids watch a short  
video that illustrates the Bible story of the week, and then discuss the video and the Bible story 
and its meaning in our lives. The overarching theme of the classes during the Epiphany season 
(until Lent starts) is being a light to the world with Jesus.  
 
The BLAST Jr. group continues to have fun with Bible stories on the flannel board that will focus 
on Jesus' life during the Epiphany season.  
 
We look forward to the season of Lent when the kids will again have an opportunity to collect 
coins and dollars to add to their “fish banks” for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering  
collected on Palm Sunday. The fish banks will be distributed on the first Sunday of Lent, March 
5th. The fish banks are a wonderful opportunity to have conversations with the kids about all the 
ways that we can help people around us, and how to be  joyful givers.  

 
Liina-Ly Beatty, Children’s Ministry Director 
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First Followers of Jesus Study for CONNECT Class 
 

The CONNECT youth class has enjoyed an infusion of new members this past fall. “We spent our 
classes going through the story of Joseph and focused on how God had a plan for him, even 
though it might not have always felt like it,” said Rev. Justin Beatty.   “In the New Year we’re going 
to focus on the people who followed Jesus, such as the disciples and Nicodemus.” 
 
Again this year the CONNECT youth class will collect donations for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  For 
the first time the proceeds will go to the Queen Anne Helpline, in conjunction with the Deacons’  
focus for the month of February.  Be ready with your cash donation for the Souper Bowl of Caring 
offering on Sunday, February 12th. 

Joyce Collins’ Memorial Service February 25th  

 
You are invited to say goodbye to our dear friend Joyce Collins at a  
memorial service on Saturday, February 25th at 2 pm.  Joyce and her  
husband Earl have been members since the 1980’s and have served MPC  
in many different roles.  Earl, daughters Christy and Jill, and their  
families will host a reception following the memorial service.  

Sunday morning Adult Class to Study “Lessons on Love” 
Did you know there are 204 Scripture verses that contain the word “love” in the New Testament?  
The adult education class will meet in the Mt. Rainier Room on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am to 
look at “Lessons on Love.” 
The original Greek language versions used 11 different words for love.   In our English translations, 
those 11 different Greek words were all converted to one word, “love.”  These lessons will discuss 
the Greek words, the different types of love, and examples of how they were used.  The Greek  
language has four words that are nouns that define the meaning of love and nine words that are 
verbs that show how love is applied or should be applied. 
The classes will focus on the definitions of love, God’s love for us, our love of God, and discussions 
of selected Scriptures on how we should love and be loved.   
We do have child care available during this Sunday morning class, so please drop your kids off  
upstairs and join us in the Mt. Rainier room for coffee and a discussion of ‘Lessons of Love,’ led by 
George Keylon.    



5 

 February 2017 The Spire — Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

Evelyn Freeman Passed Away December 18th  
 

Evelyn Freeman was an enthusiastic and devoted member of 
Magnolia Presbyterian Church during the 1960s and 1970s. She 
and her husband, William H. (Bill) Freeman, served as deacons, 
elders, and leaders in Christian education. They helped organize 
and lead annual retreats for Sunday school and youth program 
leaders at Fort Warden, Camp Casey, and the Chinook Learning 
Center on Whidbey Island.  
 
As Director of Educational Programs from 1977-1979 Evelyn 
helped organize the first preschool and afterschool programs 
based at the church. Evelyn loved to entertain and she and Bill 
hosted many Mariners’ gatherings and dinner parties in their  
Ballard home. 
 
Evelyn served in the public schools, including at Nathan Hale 
High School where she taught child development and other 
home economics classes that emphasized finances and other  
life skills. She often said that she wanted her tombstone to read 
‘Home Economics is more than cooking and sewing.’ Evelyn also 
taught home economics at Seattle Pacific University.  

 
In 1979, Evelyn and Bill moved to Falls Church, Virginia, and Evelyn used her teaching and  
organization skills as a program analyst and trainer in management efficiency for the federal  
Departments of the Treasury and Interior in Washington, D.C.  One of her favorite federal jobs was 
working for the Department of the Army, providing career counseling to generals about to retire 
from the military for civilian life. 
 
After their years in Virginia, Evelyn and Bill retired to Port Townsend. Evelyn was a devoted caregiver 
to Bill as his memory declined, and continued to visit him multiple times a week after he moved to 
an adult family home in 2009. 
 
Evelyn and Bill were married for 57 years, until his death in 2013. They met at a Smuckers Strawberry 
plant in Oregon, while both were working their way through college. They lived on a number of  
military posts when Bill served as an Air Force officer in World War II.  During this period Evelyn 
taught at public schools in five states.  
 
When Evelyn returned to Seattle in 2009, she alternated her church participation between Magnolia 
Presbyterian and Trinity United Methodist Church in Ballard. She moved to a memory care facility in 
2012, but never lost her interest in Magnolia Presbyterian and truly appreciated the cards and other 
remembrances the congregation sent her.   
 
Evelyn passed away in Seattle on December 18, 2016.  She is survived by her daughter, Kris Freeman; 
her son, Dan Freeman; and many nieces and nephews.  The service for Evelyn will be at 2 PM on 
March 18th at MPC.  A reception will follow the service. 
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Afternoon Women’s Study February 9th 
Our afternoon women's Bible study meets on the second Thursday of each month at 
1:30 pm.  This year's study is entitled "Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes.”  
The focus for February will be the Gospel of John.  Let Pastor Deb Sunoo know if you 
would like to join us and if you do not yet have a copy of our study book. 

Evening Bible Study February 27th at MPC 
Learn what makes for a ‘Pure Heart’ in lesson #6 of the Beatitudes study set for 
Monday, February 27th.  We’ll meet in the Mt. Baker Room at the church at 7 pm 
for a time of fellowship, followed by the Bible Study centered on Matthew 5:8 
“Blessed are the pure of heart for they will see God.”  All women in the church 
are invited to join us. 

Red Barrel Collection for Queen Anne Helpline 
Throughout the month of February, the Deacons will be gathering much-needed 
supplies for Queen Anne Helpline, specifically blankets, sheets, towels, and men’s 
clothing.  The items you donate may be either new or gently used.  Please 
leave them in the Red Barrel near the entrance to the church. We thank you. 
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Linda Anderson 2/1 Scott Mills 2/19 Chris Wyrick 2/11 
Katherine Hoagland 2/2 Gene Wong 2/21 Gabriel Anderson 2/12 
Charity Hollingsworth 2/3 Sara Malda 2/21 Steve Moore 2/12 
Corinne Moore 2/3 Don Bailey 2/24 Laurie Trettel 2/15 
Meaghann McDermid 2/6 Jonas Novak 2/24 Matthew Wyrick 2/17 
Jeff Tyler 2/7 Jason Mills 2/19   
Anais Canlis 2/9   Ryan Mills 2/19 

Did You Know?  
Your regular offerings to the church also fund important ministries outside our congregation,  
including Queen Anne Helpline, a local organization that provides emergency assistance for  
basic needs in the Magnolia/Queen Anne neighborhood. 

 
Here’s what that means:  

Every time you put money in the collection plate here at 
church, a portion of it goes to the Deacons to help those in 
need, including funding a variety of services through Queen 
Anne Helpline.  To hear more about their work in our neigh-
borhood, join us on Sunday, February 12th to hear from their 
Program Manager, Lisa Barnes, or visit  
www.queenannehelpline.org.  

 
But what does that really mean? 

Queen Anne Helpline offers a wide variety of services, including rent assistance, utility payments, 
case management, weekend food for kids, and Thanksgiving food for seniors.  They offer  
emergency pre-packed food bags, personal hygiene products, and Metro bus tickets, and  
they also have a men’s and women’s clothing bank. 

 
How can we help?  

By committing to our community’s outreach beyond our walls.  It’s easy to ensure that we as a 
church family are able to give generously to those in need.  

 
 Put cash in the offering plate – like a good amount! 
 Write a check – if you carry them with you 
 Auto-withdrawal from your bank account – like your cable bill  
 Donate online – through PayPal – what’s easier?  
 

Remember, each week is your opportunity to help those in need right here 
in our neighborhood, through your gifts to Magnolia Presbyterian Church. 

http://www.queenannehelpline.org
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Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
         10:30 am        Worship Service 
         11:30 am         Coffee Hour 

February 2017 The Spire — Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

 
Women’s Afternoon Bible Study 
February 9th at 1:30pm 
in the Rainier Room 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study 
February 27h at 7pm 
in the Mt. Baker Room at church 
 
Sunday Adult Class 
Weekly at 9:30am  
in the Mt. Rainier Room 
 
Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the  
Mt. Rainier Room 
 
AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now 
meeting at MPC—Tuesdays at 8 
pm and Wednesdays at 6:45 
pm.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to attend. 
Prayers, cards, and calls to those 
who cannot be with us regularly 
in worship are always  
appreciated:  
 

 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Barbara Kivi 
 Nancy McPhaden 


