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At our leadership retreat on January 19th, Session members and 
Deacons talked about the identity of this congregation, how we see 
our role here in our neighborhood and beyond, and how we might be a 
resource to our Magnolia community. 

We want to be sure to add your voices to the mix, so stay tuned for 
invitations to share your thoughts with us.

In addition to a number of other suggestions that came out of the retreat, 
we are working toward refreshing the public face of the church in our 
various forms of communication (website, brochures, newsletters, signs, 
and so on).

More importantly, behind the entire effort lies the goal of offering our 
neighbors a better sense of who you are as a church – among other 
things, a fun, friendly, welcoming, service-oriented family of Christ’s 
disciples, joyfully worshipping God together and partnering in ministry 
with other wonderful organizations. How can we convey that spirit and 
help others connect in meaningful ways?

I look forward to continuing the conversation with you this year!
 
Grace and peace,
Pastor Deb

Feb 7th
Afternoon Bible Study 

Feb 10th
Guest Speaker
Aneelah Afzali

Feb 10th
Valentine’s Luncheon

Feb 10th
Youth to Lead Souper 
Bowl of Caring

Feb 16th
Supper Club

Feb 25th
Women’s Evening Bible 
Study
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Guest Speaker Aneelah 
Afzali, February 10th    

Aneelah Afzali, Director 
of the Muslim American 
Empowerment Network, 
will be our guest in 
worship on Sunday, 
February 10th.  Our 
sermon that morning 
will take the form of 
an interfaith dialogue 
between Aneelah and 
Pastor Deb Sunoo. Our 
kids will have a chance 
to meet Aneelah during 

Children’s Time, and she will remain for a time of 
questions and answers at our Valentine’s luncheon as 
well.  Join us in offering her a warm MPC welcome!

Valentine’s Lunch February 10th
Our Valentine’s Luncheon is coming up on Sunday, 
February 10th in Fellowship Hall immediately 
following worship. The menu will feature homemade 
soups, sandwich makings, and desserts. Since 
that is the day Aneelah Afzali will be our guest, we 
will have a question and answer session with her 
immediately after lunch.  The children will be invited 
to make Valentine cards in their classroom during the 
discussion.  If you are able to contribute to the lunch, 
please let Sharlene Bathum or Sally King know what 
you would like to bring.  It will be a special day and we 
hope you will be able to join us!

Christmas Visit & Gifts from our Preschool 
Friends    

What a joy it has been to have the Boys & Girls Club 
Preschool meeting in our church building this school 
year.  In early December they visited our sanctuary 
to see our beautiful decorations in place, stopping 
by the office on their way back to class for Christmas 
treats.  Later in the month they presented us with 
gifts of handmade artwork (a wreath made of little red 
and green handprints in honor of the wreaths they 
saw upstairs) and a class photo. We are thoroughly 
enjoying these new friendships, and we look forward 
to seeing how our partnership with the preschool 
grows in the New Year.
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Children’s Ministry Updates & Musical Gift!  

Children’s Ministry Director Liina-Ly Roos Beatty 
reports that our children are continuing with their 
Dwell curriculum this winter, as well as decorating 
sandwich bags for our monthly Sandwich Sundays, 
and singing regularly with Music Director Andrey 
Spichak. They’ll be singing for the congregation in the 
near future as well.

We are also excited to introduce a new tune for our 
litany of parting; we’ll begin including it in worship 
later this month. Our pianist Rob Jones has written a 
beautiful melody for us so that we can sing the words 
together: “May God be with you here. May God be 
with you there.  May God be with you everywhere.”  
Thank you, Rob, for this meaningful gift to our church 
family!

2019 Session Responsibilities  

We are grateful to all of our Session 
members for stepping into the 
following areas of responsibility this 
year!  We invite you to reach out to the 
individuals below with any questions 
or ideas. (Contact information is 
provided in the church directory.)

Back row: Pastor Justin Beatty, Cheri Yonich, Pete 
Smith, Linda Keylon, Dave Malda, Steve Bass
Front row: Marion Wright, Pastor Deb Sunoo, 
Corinne Moore, Sharlene Bathum
Not pictured: Scott Edwards

Youth to Lead Souper Bowl of Caring February 10th  

The Youth Class will continue our series on parables 
in February.  The Souper Bowl of Caring is also 
coming up February 10th, when we will invite your 
donations of cash and nonperishable food for one 
of our local food banks. Thank you to all the Adult 
Buddies who have joined us for class on Sunday 
mornings over the past few months.

Thanks and God Bless, 

Justin Beatty

Clerk of Session - Pete Smith
Budget & Finance - Linda Keylon, Steve Bass
Adult Education / Small Groups – Steve Bass, 
Scott Edwards, Corinne Moore
Building & Grounds - Cheri Yonich, David Malda 
Children’s Ministry - Sharlene Bathum
Childcare / Nursery - Cheri Yonich
Communication / Publicity - David Malda,     
Marion Wright
Emergency Preparedness – Marion Wright

Hospitality - Sharlene Bathum 
(with Deacon Sally King)
Nominating Committee – Pete Smith, 
Corinne Moore
Personnel – Pete Smith, Marion Wright
Stewardship - Scott Edwards, Sharlene Bathum, 
Steve Bass
Worship & Music – Corinne Moore
Youth Ministry - Justin Beatty
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Desserts & Beverages for Tiny Cabins Meals    

As part of our community outreach, on the third 
Sunday of each month Anné & Brom Wikstrom have 
been delivering a chicken dinner to our friends at the 
Tiny Cabins community off Elliott Street at the end 
of the Magnolia Bridge.  They provide this gift as a 
tribute in memory of Anné’s daughter Janie.  You 
are welcome to join them by donating desserts and 
beverages to supplement the dinner. Please let Anné 
know if you would like to be added to her list to hear 
about future opportunities to lend a hand. (miele444@
comcast.net or 206-683-7844) Thank you!

Supper Club February 16th  

Lisa and David Bowman will host the February 16th 
Supper Club. All adults in the congregation are invited 
to bring a dish to share and join us at 1937-34th Ave. 
West at 6:30 pm. Please let Lisa know you’re coming 
by calling 206-949-9555 or emailing lrbowman@
hotmail.com.

Updated Church Directory Available  

Stop by the church office if you would like a 
copy of our recently updated church directory. 

Les Deibert Memorial Held January 20th  

Long-time MPC member Les Deibert died 
November 14, 2018 in Spokane. He was born 
June 21, 1928 in Herreid, South Dakota.  A 
memorial service was held here at MPC on 
Sunday, January 20th.

Les graduated from Herreid High School in 
1946 and graduated from South Dakota State 
University in 1951. He moved to Seattle and 
began a 40-year career as an engineer with 
Boeing.

Les married Viola Goodale on June 14, 1954. The 
couple joined Magnolia Presbyterian Church in 
1955 and Les served in church leadership and Vi 
sang in the choir.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Konrad 
and Ella Deibert; wife Viola Deibert; sons Timothy 
Deibert and Alan Deibert; grandson Robert 
Deibert and sister Arlene Walls.

He is survived by daughter Sharon Nighswonger 
(Dave) and son Steven Deibert (Jeanne) and five 
grandchildren, Dana and Samantha Nighswonger; 
Steven, Adele, and Ze Hua Deibert; sisters 
Maxine Knittel, Lyla Jesser, and brother Jerry 
Deibert (Violet); as well as many nieces and 
nephews.

Memorial gifts can be made in Les’ honor to 
Magnolia Presbyterian Church. 
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Women’s Afternoon Study February 7th   

The Afternoon Bible Study 
will continue the video series 
The Dawning: Christianity in 
the Roman Empire at 1:30 pm 
Thursday February 7th.  In 
this fascinating study we are 
learning a great deal about the 
foundations of the Christian faith 
in Roman times.  Questions? 
E-mail Janet Friedrich philipf@
comcast.net

Evening Bible Study February 25th   

Our Women’s Bible study of the New Testament book 
of Romans continues with Romans 8: 1-17 and the 
promise that nothing will separate us from God’s love. 
We will meet at 7 pm on February 25th in the Mt. 
Rainier Room at church, gathering for tea and treats 
followed by a discussion of Lesson 6, entitled “Not 
Guilty.” 

Thursday Men’s Fellowship  

Join us at Caffé Appassionato at 9 am on Thursdays 
for our weekly Men’s Fellowship.  Enjoy good 
conversation and an exchange of ideas around faith, 
work integration, community building and fellowship.

You Are Invited to Make MPC your 
Church Home 

If you have been worshipping with us 
regularly, we are glad to have you with 

us, and invite you to consider joining the 
family!  If you would like to learn more 

about church membership, please speak 
with Pastor Deb Sunoo.


