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Pastor Message: 

“Glad You Asked!” 
 
I would like to design a sermon series this winter around your questions. Where do you find the 
Bible especially confusing?  What aspects of the Christian faith or the Presbyterian tradition do you 
wonder about?  Do your kids stump you with big theological questions right when you’re tucking 
them into bed at night (as mine often did)? Have neighbors or friends ever asked you a question 
about your faith or your church involvement and you weren’t sure how to answer them? 
  
Ideally I’d like to begin this sermon series shortly after the New Year, so now is the time to share 
your questions with me.  I’ll pick a few to start, and we can add more throughout the year if there  
is enough interest. 
  
While I certainly can’t promise to offer answers to everything you might be wondering about, I  
expect we’ll find areas of overlap, i.e. find that several of us are curious about the same kinds of 
things. Why not explore these topics together on Sunday mornings? 
  
Send questions my way via email (deb@magpres.org), or feel free to fill out one of the forms  
available at church. 
  
What have you been wondering? 

What has your child been wondering? 

I'm glad you asked! 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Deb  
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Special Events for CONNECT Class 
 
The Middle School / High School CONNECT class is having good discussions about the biblical story 
of David and honing in on how each of the stories we look at reflects David’s relationship with God.  
 
We have a busy couple months planned.  On December 2

nd
 the class went shopping for gifts to  

donate to Treehouse Giving Tree.  We will also be going as a class to a Compline Service at  
St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral on the evening of December 17

th
.  

 
Looking ahead to January, the class will be leading the Souper Bowl of Caring food drive for the 
congregation, with proceeds going to the Ballard Food Bank.  Later in the month the class will be 
participating in a version of Pastor Deb’s Glad You Asked sermon series, as we wrestle with  
questions they are wondering about. 
 
Continued prayer for the class is always appreciated, and if you would like to come see for yourself 
what the class is like, I’m always looking for ‘adult buddies’ to join us for Sunday School. Find me  
either before the service or at coffee hour if you’re interested. 

Poinsettias Orders Due December 17th  
 
Help us decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias for  
Christmas Eve. Poinsettia purchases may be made in 
memory of a loved one or to honor someone special in  
your life. Just fill out an order form in the Sunday bulletin,  
or contact the church office to place your order. Checks  
for $10 per plant should be made out to Magnolia  
Presbyterian Church with “poinsettia” in the memo line.  The 
final date for poinsettia orders is Sunday, December 17

th
. 

Christmas Joy Offering  
 
On Sunday, December 17

th
 the Christmas Joy 

Offering will be received. This is a special  
giving opportunity in our denomination which 
helps provide financial assistance to current 
and former church workers and their families. 
The Joy Offering also provides financial  
assistance to students attending Presbyterian 
racial-ethnic minority colleges and schools. 
Watch for more information in bulletin inserts 
in the coming weeks.  Thank you in advance 
for your gifts of Christmas Joy! 
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Children’s Christmas Program December 10th  
 
You won’t want to miss the Children’s Christmas pageant during 
the worship service on Dec.  10

th
.  The kids have been practicing 

their lines and songs each Sunday and we are grateful to Music  
Director Andrey Spichak, Elder Sharlene Bathum, and all of our 
parent helpers for their work with the kids. It promises to be a 
wonderful morning of celebration for us all! 

Christmas Supper Club December 16th 
 
Anné and Brom Wikstrom will host the annual Supper Club Christmas 
Party on Saturday, December 16th.   All adults are invited to join in the 
celebration.  Just bring a dish to share and come enjoy an evening of 
good food and holiday fun. We’ll meet at 6:30 pm at the Wikstrom 
home 2715 West Lynn Place.  To let Anné know that you’ll be at the 
party, call (206) 683-7844 or e-mail miele444@comcast.net  

Women’s Evening Bible Study Holiday Dinner 
 
Save Monday, December 18

th
 for our holiday dinner and evening  

Bible Study at the home of Sharlene Bathum, 1209 NW 120
th

 Street.  
Bring an appetizer, salad, main dish or dessert to share; we’ll eat  
dinner at 6 pm.  The lesson from Exodus 13:17-18 & 14:5-14 shows 
the importance of water to Moses and the Hebrew people.   

Still Time to Turn In 2018 Pledges  
 
Many thanks to everyone who has turned in your pledge card, indicating you’re expected giving 
to the church for the coming year. If you were not able to be with us on Pledge Dedication  
Sunday, there is still time to turn in your pledge. Extra cards are available in the narthex as well  
as in the pews. Completed pledge cards can be left in the offering plate or mailed to the church 
office. Thank you for your faithful giving to MPC! 

mailto:miele444@comcast.net
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Merry Christmas! 
 

With December 24th falling on a Sunday, note that we have two  
opportunities to enjoy Christmas Eve worship together this year!  

 
 

10:30 am   Our morning service on Christmas Eve will follow our regular  
  Sunday morning format, but with a story in place of the sermon and  
  plenty of opportunity to sing Christmas carols. 
 
7:00 pm   Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols   
 Everyone is also invited to join us for our family-friendly evening service 
 of Lessons and Carols. We’ll hear traditional Scripture readings and 
 have an opportunity to sing many favorite Christmas carols, including 
 “Silent Night” with congregational candles lit as we darken the sanctuary. 

 
PARENTS, please note:  While we will not be able to offer childcare  

during either of our services on December 24th, we will have  
special kids’ activity bags for them at each service.  They often enjoy singing  

carols with us too.  We love to have children worship with us on Christmas Eve! 
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Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
  9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:30 am Worship Service 
         11:30 am Coffee Hour 
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Children’s Christmas Program 
December 10th at 10:30am 
 
Deacons Meeting 
December 10th at 12:15pm 
in the Mt. Baker Room 
 
Operation Nightwatch 
December 13th at 7:30pm 
Meet at the church  
 
December Supper Club 
December 16th at 6:30pm 
Hosts: Anné & Brom Wikstrom 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study 
December 18th at 6:00pm 
Host: Sharlene Bathum 

Christmas Eve Day Service 
December 24th at 10:30am 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service 
December 24th at 7:00pm 
 
Christmas Day 
No Services 
 
 
 
Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the  
Mt. Rainier Room 
 
 
 

AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now 
meeting at MPC—Tuesdays at  
8 pm and Wednesdays at 
6:45pm. All are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Remember our friends at home: 

 
 Les Deibert 
 Alice Eastman 
 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Barbara Kivi 
 Nancy McPhaden 
 Muriel Wellwood 
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Mimi Park 12/5 Vaclav Novak 12/17 Clara Mak 12/28 

Dolores Kiilsgaard 12/6 Jack Whipple 12/18 Esther Cooper 12/29 

Allison Bain 12/8 Ken Sunoo 12/19   

Sue Leet 12/9 Marcus Bathum 12/23   

Alex Cooper 12/10 Tripp Madill 12/23   

Sara Yonich 12/14 Phil McDermid 12/24   

Steve Bass 12/14 Deb Sunoo 12/25   

Reese Edwards 12/15 Chase Edwards 12/26   


