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Pastor’s Column: 
 

Happy New Year! 
Did you know that we in the church actually get to 
celebrate the turn of the year twice within the span of just 5 
weeks?  First, as a new church year begins with the season 
of Advent, a period of preparation for the birth of the Christ 
child.  And then again on January 1st, as along with the rest 
of the world we pull out brand new calendars for 2017. 
 
Worship throughout this Advent season will bring with it 
beautiful music, familiar Scripture passages, the lighting of 
candles on our Advent wreath, and of course our children’s 
Christmas program on Sunday, December 11th, always a 
highlight of the year. 
 
We will also find ourselves together on New Year’s Day this 
year, a perfect opportunity for looking back and looking 
ahead.  At our regular 10:30 worship hour on January 1st, we 
will be invited to give thanks for the ways we have seen 
God at work in our lives over the last 12 months, and to 
consider God’s call for the coming year.   
 
A blessed Advent and a merry Christmas to all. May God 
lead us joyfully into the new year ahead! 
 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Deb 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
Advent Lunch & Decorating Party  
after Worship on December 4th 
 
Children’s Program 
10:30am on Sunday, December 11th 
 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Lessons and Carols 
7:00pm Saturday, December 24th 
 
No Christmas Day Worship Service 
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 December 4th Advent Party 
 

Get into the holiday spirit! Plan to join us for our annual  
Advent Lunch and Church Decorating Party on Sunday,  
December 4th following the worship service.  The lunch 
will feature home-made soups, all the makings for 
sandwiches, and a tasty dessert table.   
 
After lunch many hands will be needed upstairs  
to help decorate the tree and put up Advent  
decorations in the sanctuary.   
 
If you would like to help with set up, serving, clean 
up, or contribute food for the lunch, please contact 
Sharlene Bathum.   
 
We hope to see everyone at the Advent  
Party!   

Welcome New Church Officers 
 

We are pleased to welcome Scott Edwards as a new  
elder and Session member, and Mona Owen as a 
new Deacon.  Scott and Mona will be ordained and 
installed during worship on Sunday, December 4th.  
Session members Catherine McCollister and Cheri 
Yonich and Deacons Greg Kelly and Linda Keylon 
are returning for second terms.  We are grateful to 
one and all for stepping up to serve with “energy,  
intelligence, imagination, and love!” 
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Return Giving Tree Gifts by December 4th 
 
December 4th is the deadline to get your Giving Tree items to the 
church.  Please bring your unwrapped gifts to church with tags  
attached. If you are donating money for shoes, checks should be  
written out to Mary’s Place; you can place your tag with check  
attached in the offering plate or give it directly to Freda Clark.  Of 
course, cash donations are always welcome as well!  Thank you! 

Children's Christmas Program 
on December 11th 
 

On Dec. 11th during our regular 10:30 am service we 
will enjoy a Christmas program led by our MPC 
children and youth, complete with music, cos-
tumes, and Scripture readings. Invite family and 
friends to join us for what promises to be a fun, 
sweet time! 

Adult Friends for Worship BLAST Kids’ Class 
 

We have such a wonderfully large and enthusiastic group of elementary school kids at church these 
days that it is important that Liina-Ly, our Interim Children's Director, has a second adult with her in  
their classroom each week. 
 
We have begun signing up one adult friend per Sunday to accompany Liina-Ly and the kids  
downstairs after the children's message. 
 
You would not be responsible for any preparation or teaching.  You would simply be present to  
offer backup assistance and a bit of 'crowd control', all while enjoying an opportunity to learn, play, 
and sing with the kids.  A fantastic opportunity to build intergenerational friendships! 
 
Please let Pastor Deb or Cheri Yonich know if you are willing to help out in this way.  Thank you for 
supporting our growing children’s ministry! 
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Christmas Poinsettia Orders 
Due December 11th 

   
The Deacons will once again be providing 
poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for 
Christmas. If you would like to purchase a  
poinsettia in memory of a loved one or to 
honor someone special in your life, please fill 
out one of the order forms you will find in 
the bulletin on Sunday morning, or  
contact the church office.  
 
Poinsettias are $10 each. Checks should be 
made out to Magnolia Presbyterian Church 
with “poinsettia” in the memo line. Note that 
the final date for poinsettia orders is Sunday, 
December 11th. 

Afternoon Women’s Study December 8th and January 12th  
 

Our afternoon women's Bible study meets on the second Thursday of each month at 1:30 pm.  This 
year's study is entitled "Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes.”  The focus for December 
will be the Gospel of Matthew, and in January we will study the Gospel of Luke.  All are welcome!  

Evening Bible Study & Dinner December 12th 
 

The Beatitude ‘Greatly honored are those who are famished and parched for justice’ will be the  
subject for the Monday, December 12th Evening Bible Study.  We’ll gather at 6:00 pm for dinner at 
the home of Sharlene Bathum, 1209 NW 120th Street.  Please bring an appetizer, salad, hot dish or 
dessert to share.  Robin Maddox will lead the lesson from Matthew 5:6 and Luke 6:21a, 25a.  Please 
let Sharlene know if you can attend.  
 
The Evening Bible Study will continue our Beatitudes study on Monday, January 30th. 
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Supper Club Christmas Party December 17th  
  

Cindy Bain will host the annual Supper Club Christmas Party on  
Saturday, December 17th.  You’re invited to come for dinner at 6:30 pm, 
bring a dish to share, and join us for a Christmas sing-along, shared  
stories and holiday fellowship.  All adults are welcome!  Please let Cindy 
know you’ll be at dinner by calling her at 206-948-7255 or by e-mailing 
her at skippybain@comcast.net. 

Christmas Joy Offering December 18th  
 

On Sunday, December 18th the Christmas Joy offering will be received.  
This is a special giving opportunity in our denomination which provides  
financial assistance to current and former church workers and their  
families. The Joy Offering also provides financial assistance to students  
attending Presbyterian racial-ethnic minority colleges and schools. 
Watch for more information in bulletin inserts in the coming weeks.  
Thank you in advance for your gifts of Christmas Joy! 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
 

At 7:00 pm on December 24th we will enjoy a traditional 
service of Lessons and Carols featuring familiar  
Scripture readings and favorite hymns. Toward the end 
of the service, the sanctuary lights will be dimmed as 
we sing “Silent Night” by candlelight.  
 
Young children are invited to sit with their parents; we 
will provide activities for them to enjoy in their seats. 
We hope you will invite family and friends to join you 
for this special service. 

No Morning Worship Service on December 25th 
 

Christmas Day falls on Sunday this year, and the Session has decided not to hold 
our usual 10:30 service that morning.  Instead we invite you to worship with us at 
the Candlelight Christmas Eve service, and then to spend Christmas morning with 

family and friends.    

mailto:skppybain@comcast.net
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Still Time to Turn In 2017 Pledges  
 
Many thanks to everyone who has turned in your pledge card, indicating 
your expected giving to the church for the coming year. If you were not 
able to be with us on Pledge Dedication Sunday, there is still time to 
turn in your pledge. Extra cards are available in the narthex as well as in 
the pews. Completed pledge cards can be left in the offering plate or 
mailed to the church office. Thank you for your faithful giving to MPC! 

Welcome Hannah Read,  
New Childcare Attendant  
 
Please meet Hannah Read, our new childcare attendant, 
who will be working with Rebecca Sunoo in the  
second-floor nursery and lending a hand with our Sunday 
School classes from time to time as well. Hannah is a  
student at Seattle Pacific University majoring in apparel 
merchandising.  She is also a member of the SPU Dance 
Team.  Hannah says, “I have worked with kids for over 6 
years and am excited to continue serving Christ and His 
children at MPC.” 

Hannah Read (L), Becca Sunoo (R) 

New Church Office Hours 
 
Please note that Zib Marshall, our Office Administrator, 
is now working Mondays through Thursdays, from  
9 am to 2 pm.  The church office is closed on Fridays. 
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Mimi Greenough Park 12/5 Phil McDermid 12/24 Steve Bass 12/14 
Dolores Kiilsgaard 12/6 Deb Sunoo 12/25 Reese Edwards 12/15 
Allison Bain 12/8 Chase Edwards 12/26 Vaclav Novak 12/17 
Jackson Hollingsworth 12/9 Clara Mak 12/28 Jack Whipple 12/18 
Sue Leet 12/9 Esther Cooper 12/29 Ken Sunoo 12/19 
Alex Cooper 12/10 Marcus Bathum 12/23   
Sarah Yonich 12/14   Tripp Madill 12/23 

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

 Hannah Tyler 1/1 Muriel Wellwood 1/23 Olga Novak 1/7 
Marion Wright 1/4 Jarrad Matthews 1/26 Robin Whipple 1/12 
Robin Maddox 1/4 Andrew Whipple 1/28 Spencer Wong 1/16 
Charlotte Ferguson 1/6   Sadie Clark 1/22 
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The Spire  Is a monthly publication issued by Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

Pastor: 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Hannay Sunoo 
 
News Editor:  
Nancy Wright 

Copy Editor: 
Sharlene Bathum 
 
Layout/Design Editor: 
Zib Marshall 

 

3051 28th Avenue West 
Seattle, WA  98199 
206-283-3322 
office@magpres.org 
www.magpres.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 

We welcome you to join us any Sunday!             
 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
         10:30 am        Worship Service 
         11:30 am         Coffee Hour 
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Advent Lunch & Decorating 
December 4th 
after Worship Service 
 
Women’s Afternoon Bible Study 
December 8th at 1:30pm 
in the Rainier Room 
 
Children’s Christmas Program 
December 11th at 10:30am 
Worship Service 
 
Women’s Evening Bible Study 
December 12th at 6pm 
at the home of Sharlene Bathum 
 
Supper Club Christmas Party  
Saturday, December 17th at 
the home of Cindy Bain 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service 
December 24th  at 7pm 
 
No Christmas Day Service 

Choir Practice 
Sundays from 9:15—10:15 
in the Sanctuary 
 
Sunday Adult Class 
Weekly at 9:45am  
in the Mt. Rainier Room 
 
Men’s Coffee Group  
Tuesdays at 9:30 am in the  
Mt. Rainier Room 
 
AA Meetings 
Two AA groups are now 
meeting at MPC—Tuesdays at 8 
pm and Wednesdays at 6:45 
pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to attend. 
Prayers, cards, and calls to those 
who cannot be with us regularly 
in worship are always  
appreciated:  
 

 Charlotte Ferguson 
 Dorothy Fergusson 
 Evelyn Freeman 
 Katherine Hoagland 
 Nancy McPhaden 


